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and a clear six hours of debate. 


whenever the House votes. 


would be postponed until July 5. 

The ‘bill, sponsored by Rep. Au- 
gustine B. Kelley (D-Pa.), would 
authorize $400 million a year for 
each of four years in direct. federal 
§ grants to the states for school con- 
struction purposes. 

Ike Boosts Sum 

It cleared the House Education 
Committee last year by a heavy bi- 
partisan vote, even though Pres. 
Eisenhower’s recommendation in 
1955 was a mere $67 million a 
year for three years. 

This year Eisenhower jumped his 
school-aid proposals to $1.25 bil- 
eee lion a year. Observers considered 

mm this boost to nearly 20 times pre- 
vious recommendations an . elec- 
m tion-year Administration acknow- 
ledgement that federal school aid 
was urgently needed. 

The Eisenhower proposal, how- 
ever, was tied to requirements for 
various forms of state and local par- 
ticipation in the school construc- 
tion. 


Could Be Close Vote 


The prospect was that Rep. Sam- 
uel K. McConnell (R-Pa.), ranking 


Committee, would offer the Eisen- 
hower program as a substitute for 
the larger Kelley authorization al- 
locating federal aid without strings. 
Another key amendment sched- 
(Continued on Page 4) 


Gov. Long Signs 
‘Wreck’ Repealer 


Baton Rouge—Louisiana’s 
so-called “right-to-work” law 
was wiped out with a stroke 
of the pen as Gov. Earl K. 
Long (D.) kept a campaign 
pledge and signed the bill re- 
Pealing the state’s 1954 
“wreck” statute. 

Pres. Victor Bussie and 
Sec.-Treas. E. J. Bourne of 
the newly-formed Louisiana 
State Labor Council were 
present at the signing. The 
governors historic action 
came after the Senate voted 
21 to 18 for repeal and the 
House earlier passed the 
measure 57 to 44, 

The action climaxed inten- 
sive political effort by organ- 
ized labor which resulted in 
the removal from office of 58 
state representatives and 14 
state senators who had voted 
for the “wreck” law two 
years ago. ; 


Prospetts were that the final vote 


GOP member of the Education} 


lowa State 


Labor Units) 


OK Merger 


Des Moines, Iowa—Nearly : 
450 delegates here spoke for|f 
100,000 workers in Iowa as they |; 


voted to merge the two Iowa la- 
bor bodies into the Iowa Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

The action took place, following 
separate conventions of the two 


groups in the Veterans Memorial 
Auditorium. 


Peter McGavin, assistant to 
President George Meany, presented 


the newly merged organization with 


its official charter from the AFL- 
Cio. 
' Keep Old Name 

- The merger brought together the 
40,000 members of CIO in Iowa 
and the 60,000 AFL members. This 
is the first state where both groups 
decided to accept an existing name 
as the new organization name. 

Taking over as president of the 
new group is Ray Mills, president 
of the Iowa state Federation of 
Labor before the merger. He has 
been a city councilman in Des 
Moines for several terms and took 
over as mayor of that city last 
January. 

Mills was opposed by Al Couch 
of the Typographical Union and 
Andrew Frommelt, Battery Work- 
ers business agent in Dubuque and 
member of the Iowa House of Rep- 
resentatives. Couch, former presi- 
dent of the ISFL, was defeated by 
Mills in 1950. 

In the election of the new organ- 
ization president, Mills got 325 
votes, to 219 for Frommelt and 24 
for Couch. 


Agreement on Officers 
There was no opposition to the 
candidates for the other offices. 
Election of the president and 
secretary-treasurer, plus several ex- 
ecutive board seats took place in 
the state AFL convention prior to 
the merger convention.~ This was 
according to the merger agreement 
adopted by both state bodies. The 
state industrial union council se- 
lected the executive vice president 
and several other board members. 
During the separate convention 
for the AFL, a move was made by 
delegates from Teamsters local 
unions to table the entire merger 

(Continued on Page 13) 


Saturday, June 30, 1956, - 


TOP NEGOTIATORS IN THE STEEL contract talks take a break 
between formal sessions. From left to right: Steelworkers’ Pres. 
David J. McDonald, John Morse of Bethlehem Steel, John A. Ste- 
vens of U. S. Steel, and Thomas Patton of Republic Steel. 


knocked off center in the month 


Cost-of-Living Index 
Touches All-Time High 


By Gervase N. Love 
The Eisenhower Administration’s cost-of-living “stability” was 


carried the index to the all-time high of 115.4. 
The Labor Dept.’s Bureau of Labor Statistics reported that the 
push boosted the index four-tenths of one percent since Apr. 15 


ending May 15 by a bump that 


of the eight major pricing groups. 

The greatest impetus came from 
food, the index reading of which 
went from 109.6 in April to 111 
last month. 


Food Priceg Soar 

The rise in the overall index was 
the sharpest since May 1953 and 
carried it to the all-time peak level 
of October 1953. It was 1.1 per- 
cent higher than in May 1955. 

Food prices chalked up the sharp- 
est jump since June 1953. How- 
ever, it was still one-tenth of one 
percent under the May 1955 level, 
and 4.8 percent less than the record 
high in August 1932. 

More than 100,000 aircraft 
workers and employes in a num- 
ber of miscellaneous plants will 
get pay increases of 1-cent-an- 
hour as a result of what BLS 
officials called an “unexpectedly 
large” increase. 

They indicated still further pay 
hikes might be expected during the 
coming months, due to further in- 
-ereases based on seasonal factors 
and a general “catching up” of the 
BLS index with rises of the last 
few months in wholesale prices and 


traceable to soaring prices in cong 


industrial prices, 1 


In a separate report, the BLS 
said the average factory produc- 
tion worker suffered a loss of about 
1 percent in purchasing power dur- 
ing the month, thanks to a com- 
bination of higher prices and lower 
take-home pay. 

Take-Home Pay Off 

Because of the shorter work- 
week in May, the BLS said, take- 
home pay dropped about 46 cents 
a week. Net spendable earnings 
for a worker with a wife and two 
children it estimated at $71.95. 
For a worker with no dependents, 
it stood at $64.62 a week. 

BLS officials cited a number of 
reasons for the increases in food 
costs. . Seasonal trends were present 
in many of them, but in addition 
higher meat prices were caused by 
the farmers’ reaction to lower prices 
of a year ago and the subsequent 
lowered production of hogs. This, 
in turn, increased pressure on other 
meats and sent them up as well. 

Vegetable prices, in addition 
to the seasonal factor, reflect the 
crop failure in Europe because of 

the bitter cold winter and a 

sharp rise in exports. Dairy 

products went up 1 percent, in- 


17 QS 17 


Steel Firms Reject Union 
Peace Bid; Force Shutdown 


School Aid Bill 
Nears House OK 


The House started debate on the long-delayed Kelley aid to 
schools bill as Congress stepped up its drive to enact major legisla- 
tion before adjournment late next month. 

Debate opened under a rule allowing any and all amendments 
Passage was considered certain |§ 


No. 30 


Companies 


Turn Down 
Extension 


“New York—Basic steel com- 


panies were forcing a nation-wide 
shutdown in the steel industry, as 
the AFL-CIO News went to 
press. 


With the contract expiring at 
12:01 a. m. July 1 (Sunday), the 
companies held firm to their 
“take-it-or-leave-it” policy, re- 
fusing to get down to hard bar- 


gaining. 


The United Steelworkers, intent 
on avoiding a shutdown if an 
honorable settlement could be 
achieved, were ready to bargain 
right down to the deadline. 

Under pressure from the un- 
fon, the companies finally agreed 
to renew bargaining sessions, 
which started only 57 hours 
before the contract expiration 
hour. 


industry has made only two offers 
to the 650,000 Steelworkers in 
basic steel: x 

1—A five-year “nickle” package, 
which Pres. David J. McDonald 
branded as “too little, too late and 
too long.” : 

2—A slightly modified version— 
a contract running for four years 


duced proportionately. 


Both were completely unaccept- 
able to the union. 


Reports Termed False 


During the last week of nego- 
tiations, newspapers reported 
flatly that the companies had 

' (Continued on Page 3) 


Michigan GOP 
Ignores Jobless 


Detroit — The decision of 
the Republican - controlled 
Michigan Legislature to re- 
cess instead of enacting the 
unemployment compensation 
law improvements for which 
it was called into special ses- 
sion was denounced by Pres. 
Walter P. Reuther of the 
Auto Workers as a “cruel 
blow” to thousands of jobless 
workers, 

- The special sling was 
called by Gov. G.:Mennen 
Williams (D.) to consider in- 
creasing the amount and 
duration of benefits for the 
more than 200,000 Michigan 
workers who have lost their 
jobs, most of them in the auto 
industry. The legislature went 
home to wait and see if more 
or fewer workers are laid off 
in the next few weeks. 


(Continued on Page 3) 


Despite newspaper stories, the | 


and four months, with benefits re- 
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Labor Urges Extension, Study 
Of Expiring GI Home Loan Law 


. » Extension of the GI housing law, due to expire July 25, 1957, for another year has been urged 
on the Senate Labor Committee by the AFL-CIO. 


During that year, Bert Seidman of the AFL-CIO Dept. of Research told the committee, Congress 
should make a “thorough study” of the veterans’ home loan program “as a vital part of the nation’s 


overall housing program.” 


“On the basis of such an in-® 


vestigation,” he continued, “it can 
then be determined whether the 
present program should be con- 
tinued beyond 1958 or perhaps, at 


that time, be integrated in some]. 


way with other housing programs. 

“Whatever course is followed, 
we ask Congress to pursue the vital 
objective of making decent housing 
at reasonable cost available to all 
families,. veterans as well as non- 
veterans.” 


Endorsed by Council 

The proposed one-year exten- 
sion of the act and the suggested 
study were endorsed by the AFL- 
CIO Executive Council at its re- 
cent meeting here. 

Seidman pointed out that if 
present legislation is permitted to 
expire as scheduled, the issuance 
of loans guaranteed by the Vet- 
erans Administration actually 
would stop in January 1957. 

Late this year, he predicted, 
there would be a “terrific rush” of 
applications, many from veterans 
not ready to purchase homes, 
which would be followed by a 
sharp drop in housing activity next 
year. ; 

“An abrupt cutoff of this pro- 
gram at this time,” he said, 
“would undoubtedly result in a 
still further reduction in home- 
building at a time when housing 
activity has already declined con- 
siderably below last year’s level. 
“Such a severe and sudden shock 

to the nation’s homebuilding ac- 
tivity must be avoided.” 

Extension of the program is nec- 
essary and desirable from the 
standpoint of the veterans, the in- 
dustry and the economy as a 
whole, Seidman maintained. 

More than 4.5 million veterans 
are already utilizing the program 
to buy homes valued at more than 
$36 billion, he said, but some 11 
million other veterans have not 
yet participated in it. 


Vital Role In Housing 

“Yet there can be no doubt,” he 
said, “that many of them need 
homes and, if given more time to 
improve their financial -resources, 
would take advantage of the rela- 
tively favorable terms under the 
GI program to purchase homes. 

“The Veterans home loan pro- 
gram has played an increasingly 
important role in the total housing 
picture. Last year, homes financed 
with WA-guaranteed mortgages 
constituted 30 percent of total 
housing starts. 


Hard Money Curbs 
New Homebuilding 


The scarcity of long-term, 
low down-payment mortgage 
funds at low interest rates is 
making the decline in new 
homebuilding worse than was 
originally anticipated, the La- 
bor and Commerce Depts. 
said in a revised estimate of 
1956 construction outlay. 

The departments cut their 
original estimate of 1.2 mil- 
lion new private non-farm 
dwelling units by 50,000, 
compared with a 1955 total 
of 1,310,000 units. The es- 
timated expenditure, $13.75 
billion,, is about 8 percent 
lower than the 1955 record 
level of $15 billion. 

However, total outlays for 
new construction this year 
were revised upward by the 
two departments, thanks to 
expenditures on utilities, pri- 
vate industrial building and 
highways which are larger 
than at first anticipated. To- 
tal construction spending is 
now estimated at $44.5 bil- 
lion, compared to an original 
estimate of $44 billion and 
actual expenditure of $43 
billion in 1955. 


“Although there has been a 
recent decline in VA starts, this 
can be attributed to the tight 
money market. The stringency 
in available mortgage funds has 
made it difficult, and often im- 
possible, for veterans to obtain 
VA-guaranteed mortgages. Sig- 
nificantly, there has been a simi- 
lar decline in FHA starts.” 

Accompanying Seidman were 
Cornelius Gray, administrative as- 
sistant to the president and secre- 
tary-treasurer of the AFL-CIO 
Building Trades Dept., and Ber- 
nard Mullady, staff director of the 
AFL-CIO Veterans Affairs Com- 
mittee, as representative of the 


Arthur D. Lavey, 
Pressman, Dead 


Buffalo, N. Y.—Arthur D. La- 
vey, president of the New York 
State Printing Pressmen’s Confer- 
ence since 1945 and for nearly 25 
years president of Pressmen’s Lo- 
cal 27, died following a long ill- 
ness. He was 60, and is survived by 
a brother and two sisters. 


-{chairman, Pres. William C. Doher- 
_|ty of the Letter Carriers. 


In response to questions by Sen. 


‘Herbert H. Lehman (D-N. Y.); 


Gray estimated that 290,000 jobs 
would be lost by building trades 
mechanics if that part of the pres- 
ent building program financed by 


GI loans were to end as it is now 
scheduled to do. 


Additional thousands of jobs 
would be lost off the building site 
by employes making the products 
that ‘go into housing construction, 
he said. 


Textile Union 


Awarded Hike 
By Arbitrator 


New York—A 6-cent hourly 
general wage increase, retroactive 
to June 4, was awarded 3,800 Tex- 
tile Workers at the Mohawk Carpet 
division of Mohasco Industries in 
an arbitration decision expected to 
set an industry-wide pattern. 

Another 5,500 workers at three 
other carpet plants will receive sim- 
ilar wage boosts under the decision. 
Bigelow-Sanford Carpet Co., A. & 
M. Karagheusian, Inc. and 
Heightstown Rug Co. had signed 
stipulations binding them to the 
same award. 


The decision, handed down by. 
Mitchell Shipman of the American 
Arbitration Association, also 
awarded some 500 of the Mohawk 
workers an additional amount, 
ranging from 1.5 to 8.5 cents, to 
correct wage inequities. 


The Textile Workers Union, 
which represents 23,000 workers 
employed by 24 woven carpet man- 
ufacturers said it was “bitterly dis- 
appointed” by the award, obtained 
under a wage reopening clause in 
a two-year contract due to end in 
June 1957. 


“Carpet workers have not had 
an increase in three years,” TWU 
Carpet Dir. William M. Duchessi 
declared. “In view of the con- 
siderably higher wages won through 
collective bargaining in other 
branches of textiles and the general 
upward trend of wages in all other 
major industries, this decision does 
not meet the economic realities of 


the times.” 


HOUSING 


The Lehman-Buckley bill for 


The Rains bill is scheduled for floor action 
probably during the week of July 2. The bill 
would authorize the construction of 50,000 public 
housing units each year for three years, com- 
pared to the Administration request for 35,000 
units for two years. A sharp floor fight is ex- 
pected on efforts to substitute the Administra- 
tion’s program for the Rains bill, and to elimi- 
nate public housing from the bill altogether. 

NIAGARA POWER DEVELOPMENT 


Niagara River hydroelectric potential is expected 
to be reported out of House committee shortly. 
A major fight is expected to develop over inclu- 
sion of a clause granting preference to rural 
electric cooperatives and municipal systems which 
was included in the Senate-passed bill. The 
AFL-CIO Executive Council, at its last meeting, 
voted support of the Lehman-Buckley bill. 


Box Score on Congress 


AREA REDEVELOPMENT 


development of 


The House Banking and Currency Committee 
has reported an area redevelopment bill to pro- 
vide technical and economic aids for local areas 
suffering from chronic unemployment and de- 
pressed economies. The Senate Labor and Public 
Welfare Committee has approved a similar bill. 


HELLS CANYON 


House’ and Senate bills providing for federal 
development of a multi-purpose dam on the 
Snake River near the Idaho-Oregon border have 
been ordered favorably reported by the respective 
committees. The Senate bill is expected to be up 
for floor action first. The bill represents a major 
test of the Administration’s much-criticized “part- 
nership” power policies. 


IMPACTED AREAS. 


The House Rules Committee has approved a 
tule for the bill granting federal aid to school 
districts where federal activities have boosted 
military and civilian demands upon the schools. 


jl Herbert H. Lehman (D-N. 


HONORARY DEGREE of doctor of laws was conferred on Pres. 
Walter P. Reuther (right) of the Auto Workers, a AFL-CIO vice 
president, at University of Michigan commencement at Ann Arbor. 
Hooding him are Prof. Dwight Long (left) and Prof. Robert Super. 


Senators Hit AMA on 
Disability Insurance 


As the long-delayed social security bill was still held off the Senate 
floor, Sen. Paul H. Douglas (D-Il.) made a full-scale defense of 
disability insurance as proposed in an amendment by Sen. Walter 


F. George (D-Ga.). 

The Senate Democratic leader- 
ship is pledged to call up the bill 
before adjournment and to support 
the George amendment and others 
to bring the bill into line with the 
measure approved last year by the 
House. 


Analyses Need 


The Senate Finance Committee 
knocked out two major provisions 
of the House-passed_ bill—lowering 
the retirement age for wives and 
women workers from 65 to 62 
years and authorizing payment of 
disability benefits beginning at 
age 50. 

Douglas made an analysis of the 
need for disability payments, the 
weaknesses of existing substitute 
systems, and the weakness of ob- 
jections by the American Medical 


Association and. others. 


The Social Security Administra- 
tion, Douglas said, estimates that 
about 2.9 million persons in the 
14-to-65-year age bracket are suf- 
fering from “long-term” and crip- 
pling disabilities. 

Scoffs at AMA 


Disabilities preventing a worker 
from earning his living “are pre- 
cisely the type for which insurance 
is the most effective protection. 
Only a relatively small percentage 
are hit by them; but those who are 
hit are hit with terrific force,” the 
Illinois senator declared. © _ 

He scoffed at AMA testimony 
that disability payments would 
overburden doctors who must cer- 
tify an illness or injury and lead to 
“malingering.” 

Disability payments are being 
made, on recommendations of phy- 
sicians, in some 465,000 cases to 
veterans, railroad workers, federal 
civil service workers and local and 
state workers, he stated. 

Backed on the floor by Sens. 
Y.), 


Russell Long (D-La.) and Hubert 


H. Humphrey (D-Minn.), Douglas 
insisted that the disability system 
proposed by George would aid in 
rehabilitation by compelling recip- 
ients to co-operate. 

Long reminded the Senate that 
AMA spokesmen last year asked a 
tax exemption for physicians who 
might become permanently disa- 
bled. The cost would be about the 
same as social security cost, but 
“they do not want the workingman 
to have what is good for the doc- 
tors,” Long observed. 


Post Office Clerks 
Seek Betterment 


The National Federation of Post 
Office Clerks told the House Civil 
Service Committee that federal 
workers are entitled to “a modern 
retirement system with protection 
against hazards of necessary re- 
tirement before a normal age, and 
a reasonable annuity after 30 years 
of loyal service with adequate pro- 
visions for dependents.” 

E. C. Hallbeck, NFPOC legis- 
lative director, urged that the Sen- 
ate-approved bill be amended to 
give consideration to the plight of 
unmarried employes_supporting de- 
pendent parents. _ Under the Sen- 
ate - measure unmarried workers 
would have to take a 10 percent 
reduction in annuity in order to 
provide for a dependent older than 
the employe. 

Commenting on the provision in 
the Senate bill that would increase 
employe contributions to the retire- 
ment fund from 6 percent to 7 per- 
cent of salary, Hallbeck said that 
the hike would not meet serious ob- 
jection from™~employes if the im- 
provements to the rétirement struc- 
ture provided in the measure were 


left intact. 
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Steel Companies Reject 
Union Settlement Bid 


(Continued from Page 1) “Without it, we could not make 
made a “three-year, 20-cent” of- | appreciable gains, either as indi- 
fer to the USWA. viduals or as a nation. With this 

These reports pletely growth in productivity we can afford 
false i a cesar ald, No | Wage and salary increases, higher 
‘ : dividends to stockholders, an ex- 
such proposal had ever been | S'* 2 ih ong! 
placed on the bargaining table. |Pansion of industry—without in- 
li is-weak: tha. conpaatee creasing the ry = the things we 
2 buy,” McDo sai 
asked the union to abandon its aad . - 
traditional “no-contract-no-work”| Union Propossis Reasonable 
policy and continue negotiations} Meanwhile, industry spokesmen, 
indefinitely. in carefully worded financial re- 
McDonald promptly offered a|Ports, were indicating that they in- 
15-day ‘extension of the existing|tended big expansion programs, 
contract, with the customary pro-| Paid for by customers. Instead of 
viso that benefits be retroactive to | Seeking new risk capital, the cus- 
the July 1 contract date. tomary CA efigec & pa 
pansion, the in 
For Sve. hqurs,. Ow, commpeny. ne boost prices to pay for the new 
gotiators discussed this proposal| |... Ta. 
ivately. Then they rejected it.|>Uilding and blame the price in- 
ack ci. nr. "| crease on the USWA. 
Retroactivity Refused — McDonald charged the industry 
The ee? waar ie tahoe “suddenly, and without provoca- 
ity. It was clear that the industry | tion,” demanded an “end to our 
a ne put a big a — hitherto peaceful and constructive 
into effect, far in excess of the cost | relationship.” 
of wage increases, and place the) The union’s proposals, he said, 
blame Pig the increased price list| were “reasonable and non-inflation- 
upon the union. ary.” 
mee | bb yongrnh si Mc-| “They are well within the indus- 
a ery try's ability to afford— and still 
“You asked us for an extension. 


r leave profits at a record level.” 
We agreed; you rejected. Of| wcDonald pleaded with the in- 
course we ask for retroactivity. 


; .?'!dustry to settle the differences 
Otherwise we would be working|«through genuine collective bar- 
during the next contract year for gaining” and to arrive at “a fair 
last year’s wages. This, you know, | and reasonable settlement.” 

would not be fair, equitable or 
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Resists Union 
For 42 Years; 
Finally Signs 


Baltimore, Md.—The Amalga- 
mated Clothing Workers signed a 
contract with J. Schoeneman, Inc., 
ending 42 years of resistance to un- 
ionization by the largest unorgani- 
zed men’s clothing firm in the U.S. 
The pact was hailed by ACW 
Pres. Jacob S. Potofsky and J. 
Norman Wright, vice president of 
the firm, ina joint statement pre- 
dicting that the new labor relations 
policy would work to the mutual 
benefit of both the company and 
its employes. oS 
“Patience, mutual respect and a 
desire to understand: each other’s 
problems have resulted in a con- 
tract which both parties find satis- 
factory,” thé statement said. “Both 
intend to observe its provisions in 
absolute good faith and confidently 
trust that the understanding reached 
}| will usher in an era of good will 
and cooperative effort.” 

The agreement provides a 12.5 
cent hourly wage hike for 2,000 
employes in the company’s five 
plants in Pennsylvania, Delaware 
and Maryland. It also includes the 
comprehensive health, welfare and 
retirement coverage which the 
Amalgamated has negotiated on an 
industry-wide basis. 

The wage increase is retroactive 
to June 4. 


Lyman,S.C.,Defies 


STEELWORKER OFFICIALS explain point to John A. Stephens, 
U.S. Steel vice president at negotiating sessions in New York. From 
left I. W. Abel, USWA secretary-treasurer; Arthur Goldberg, union 
general counsel; Howard Hague, USWA vice president; Steelworkers 
Pres. David J. McDonald; and Stephens. 


Cost-of-Living Index 
Touches All-Time High 


_. ed 


; coma” The companies responded with (Continued from Page 1) mod bees sores a oe D : . 
° “take-it-or- -it” at- c and private transpo ‘4 - 
onald added, “we want no| 2 &trogant “take-it-or-leave-it” at-| stead of showing the usual drop, | HC and Private transportation, Met "| Democratic Rights 
= McDon ’ é titude, with all outward signs of| pecause lower fresh milk prices pe : F : 
premium on procrastination.” He wanting to force a shutdown at the co e |laneous services showed increases.| Lyman, S. C.—Eight Textile 
added there had already been too| 4.4 po ghd contract. contier cing Bow sony Me nan Fuel, women’s and girls’ clothing,| Workers representatives were 
much delay on the company’s part. ee le ee ‘is se footwear and house furnishings de-| threatened with arrest here for dis- 
The union leader offered to meet Labor Support Assured and ye _ P clined slightly. tributing handbills in violation of a 
at once; to continue negotiations Meantime, assurances of com-| Were Fa ; - The rise in transportation costs local ordinance which the union 
in a marathon session until agree- plete support from the rest of the} Among specific foods, potatoes reflects, in part, a substantial in- has branded as “unconstitutional 
ment had been reached. trade union movement continued to| were up 19.2 percent; green beans crease for the second month in the| and void on its face.” 
e “We have met the time schedule | "2h McDonald. Earlier, AFL-|9 percent; onions 14.4 percent; price of used cars while new car} TWUA Pres. William Pollock 
- . ” CIO Pres. George Meany wired] pork chops 5.9 percent; lamb, 9.1)" . see . ‘ 
f before. We can do it now,” he 8 y de . prices were declining. It also shows}has requested federal intervention 
aee e McDonald that the labor movement | percent; oranges 8.7 percent, and 1 : se, agg lie siege 
. acid. “is squarely behind you in this| round steak 1.9 percent. On the the results of recent increases in rd . seeks ee —. tty. 
t Companies Forcing Strike fight.” other hand, strawberries dropped radipond faxes. : oi acca / and firmly” ry bie 
iS The industry made no response, Typical of other messages of sup- off 30.3 percent as the bulk of the B fits U; h ld this “outrageous defiance of funda- 
n bearing out McDonald’s charge} port was one from M. A. Hutche-|¢rop hit markets, — tomatoes | DERE P e mental democratic rights.” 
n that “there is no need for a Crisis| son, president of the Carpenters | Showed a 16 percent decrease. ay tat Ag tb ga 
- in steel—but the steel companies | Union, who said the 835,000 mem-| The housing item showed un- F or cP E mp loy ees hi ashlee ; ae tes ve “ane ye rf 
are forcing one on the nation. bers of that union “stand shoulder | usually widespread rent increases,| A ruling by a referee of the Ap-| 1 owenstein rg eee nip Fo 
at As the deadlock stage neared, |to shoulder with you, geared, ready | with boosts reported in 22 of the peals Council of the Social Security| Last March, in Gaffney, 's. C. 
a the companies gave orders to cool} and willing to extend every form | 36 cities surveyed and the cost up Administration that employment by | TWUA organizers were beaten and 
0 off the blast furnaces, the first step | of organizational cooperation to | four-tenths of one percent. : the Communist Party in the U.S. is| drenched with a fire hose while at- 
‘a in the complicated process of| your union.” Household operations, men’s and y 2 oe 
: . : y covered by the Social Security Act tempting a leaflet distribution out- 
e shutting | a“ this continuous-op- " i tenance ra side another Lowenstein mill. 
. ere vs oi ¥ ” wr ie aes Pollock said local police relied 
in The union’s 170-man Wage- munist Party employes to eligibility | 4) an ordinance banning distribu- 
” Policy Lapin mst 5, ig 34 for benefits. tion of handbills or other literature 
ing pees — or : — -The status of the seven had been | Within the town. Penalties for vio- 
hierdie - eeu ae 0. mee : . lation range up to a-$100 fine or 30 
p. m. Friday. Under the union in doubt since last year when the deus tn talk 
constitution, these elected offi- Bureau of Old-Age and Survivors Pe 
cers cam accept or = pre- Insurance held that the Communist 
yst neseh te SUNRAY SAAS GHB, Party was an arm of a foreign gov-| | ] Oth Miami Hotel 
va But with the companies ob- ernment and that service performed Signs With Union 
ral stinately refusing the simple terms = it could not be used waved basis Miami Beach —A tenth 
|for payment of social security ben- 
ro of McDonald’s extension offer, it Ml efits. ‘The Social Security Act ex- ocean front hotel, the Sea 
on was clear that the industry would ° va 2 Gull, has signed a contract 
cludes from coverage “services per- “nay 
4 lock out the Steelworkers at the 4 : with Hotel & Restaurant Em- 
re minute the contract expired. formed in the employ of a foreign Sleess ieiel 40n 
me ; . peerornment. ny The Sea Gull is «ne ninth 
rs Informed economists were freely Referee Peter J. Hoegen said in R: 4 on 
predicting the industry’s insistence Dggriorw Rieger gered x to sign since Union Vice 
ni on a shutdown was to “sweeten” bend weewep ¥ ug : Pres. Bert H. Ross assumed 
ce Ns | clear that the Communist Party is f lente daly ; 
th i ncrease and blame the : é charge of the union’s drive 
is € price 1 dominated by alien elements abroad for recognition last October. 
on rr and that it is conspiratorial | in The contract extends until oo 
to Price Rise Unnecessary character,” there was insufficient] | pec, 1, 1960, and provides i 
of The industry’s profit picture evidence to show that the wage! | for a wage boost to all 130 
de- made a price rise unnecessary, the earners were actually employed by| | employes. 
on union had repeatedly pointed out. a foreign government. It also provides job security 
ers i i th d rs s ‘ and seniority, grievance pro- 
sal In the eight years since the on Air Mechanics Win dodiate, actilication of dienntes; 
rn of the post-war reconversion, Mc ni hulbotees’ chin wade 
. sos b d- Mf nm > 
acl Donald noted in a television broa ¢ Increase in Wages cull Gilbane, oath vauniiane 
cast, the industry doubled net prof 
oP Atlanta, Ga.—A new contract and overtime pay. 
its after taxes—from $650 million pee Rie 
- ; seidaiatd providing pay boosts averaging 10 The dispute with the hotels 
im in 1947 to $1.3 billion in 1955. . 
ase ks d cents an hour has been signed by at this resort began Apr. 13, 
ire- That brea . ond did . Athy Southern Airways with the Air Car- 1955, when only one hotel, 
ers és million in profits per Cay, every \" a ee riers Mechanics Association, an the Delano, was under con- 
hat 17 eee P wanes “ — . affiliate of the Air Line Pilots. tract. Since then, the union 
ob- McDonald pointed to govern-| 42-YEAR-OLD GRANDMOTHER Kathleen McNee is operating) A poroximately 150 mechanics| | has signed contracts with the 
at ment statistics of a. ee: as a one-woman organizing team at the new RCA plant at Somer-| ang related employes will also get| | Eden Roc, Seville, Monte 
ce pb ye pare fe Sadherad yor ville, N. J. With the plant just moving into operation, Mrs. McNee| 4 1-cent an hour after 36 months| | Carlo, Shelborne, gas 
ere pacridden Gis lenis foe a rising stand- signed up 49 of the first 50 workers. When the plant goes into full of employment for each year of — Patrician an 
ard of living for all Americans,” operation it expects to employ 2,000. That’s Al Hartnett, Electrical |employment to a maximum of 10 razil. 
he said. - ‘Workers secretary-treasurer handing out a “well done.” cents an hour. 
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AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. c., SATURDAY, JUNE 30, 1956 


FDA’s 50th Birthday 


Ki inds Act Weakened 


By Hollace Ransdell 
” Fifty years ago two fine laws were passed designed to protect the 
health and well-being of all Americans by regulating the manufac- 
ture, processing and sale of what went into their stomachs. 
Such legislation was badly needed at the time for there were some 
pretty unscrupulous fellows around who were woefully careless 


about sanitation and winked at 
false labeling if they could turn a 
fast buck. 

Official ceremonies to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of these laws 
—the first federal Food and Drug 
Act and the Meat Inspection Act— 
were held June 27 in Washington. 
The one-day affair was attended by 
some 800 representatives, from 
government agencies, the food and 
drug industries, and organized 
labor. Z 

Schnitzler Speaker 

AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F. 
Schnitzler pointed out the vital in- 
terest labor has in these laws, and 
in keeping them up-to-date. Many 
union members work in industries 
affected, he said, and the AFL- 
CIO’s 15 million members and 
their families are all consumers. 

_ “As workers and as consum- 
ers, we have benefited, as the 
general public has benefited from 
these laws,” Schnitzler said. 
“But our interest in this vital 
matter does not solely arise from 
the laws’ beneficial effects upon 
our own members. 

“Tt is akin to our interest in, and 
our fight for, better housing, better 
roads, better hospitals and better 
schools.” 


Purpose of the anniversary af- 
fair was primarily to call public 
attention to the broad scope of the 


_ FDA’s responsibility and extensive 


activities in behalf of the nation’s 
citizens—matters too little under- 
stood, the FDA believes. But the 
need for improved legislation to 
meet the many new problems of 
today was strongly implied, al- 
though not on the agenda. 

The limitations under which the 
agency now works, because of in- 
adequate appropriations and per- 
sonnel, was brought out in a report 
issued earlier by a 14-man Citizens 
Advisory Committee. Pres. Lee 
Minton of the Glass Bottle Blowers 
represented labor on the commit- 


The FDA, the report stated, “is 
presently operating on the equiv- 


Democrats Ope 


>. 


alent of a pre-war budget, while 
the unit volume of foods which it 
must control has doubled. Mean- 
while by amendments in the law, 
its responsibilities are probably 
twice those that existed 10 years 
ago. It seems unreasonable to ask 
any group to handle a quadrupled 
task with tools originally made 
available for one.” 

The committee recommended, 
among other things, a three to 
four-fold increase in the annual 
budget over a period of five to 
10 years. The House later in- 
cluded an increase in appropria- 
tions of nearly a million dollars, 
but when the legislation finally 
passed Congress this was reduced 
to $384,000. 

This, in spite of the fact that the 

population has increased by 30 mil- 
lion since 1941, with a correspond- 
ing increase in food industries. 
Furthermore, there have been tre- 
mendous technological changes in 
recent years in the preparation of 
foods such as the use of chemical 
additives, and the growth of the 
frozen and pre-cooked food indus- 
tries. 

‘Job More Complex 

As for drugs, almost half of the 
highly potent ones in use today 
were unknown 15 years ago, the 
report pointed out. These develop- 
ments have greatly increased the 
complexity and size of the FDA’s 
work. 

Yet there are fewer enforcement 
people in FDA now than there 
were in 1941. The ratio of the 
number of consumers protected by 
enforcement personnel has de- 
clined from one enforcement offi- 
cial for every 100,000 persons in 
*41,to one for every 200,000 in 55. 

Besides the lack of sufficient 
money and personnel to carry on 
FDA’s ever increasing work, there 
is great need for vital amendments 
to the Food and Drug Act itself, 
to bring the law up to date and 
protect the consumer against cer- 
tain abuses that have developed in 


recent years, the report declared. 


n Assault 


y ; f r oe * ; 
On GOP Power Policies 

A full-scale Democratic assault on the Administration’s anti- 
public power policy was signaled when the House Interior Com- 


mittee cleared a bill to authorize a 


-level federal dam at Hells 


Canyon on the Snake River. 

The House unit thus followed the 
Senate Interior Committee in ap- 
proving the federal dam. The Sen- 
ate is scheduled to take up the bill 
within two weeks. 

Recommended by Army 

Hells Canyon has become one of 
the symbols in the Eisenhower Ad- 
ministration’s attacks on federal 
public power policies developed 
over 50 years. 

An Army Corps of Engineers 
report recommended a high-level 
multiple-purpose federal dam at 
the site, to furnish low-cost power 
to eastern Oregon and to Idaho, 
promote flood control and improve 
navigation and recreational values. 

The Idaho Power Co., a private 
utility controlled by eastern capital, 
responded by asking the Federal 
Power Commission for licenses to 
build from one to five low-level 
dams. 

In the Truman Administra- 
tion, the Interior Dept. under 
Sec. Oscar Chapman intervened 
and opposed the Idaho Power 
application. Under Eisenhower, 
Sec. Douglas McKay withdrew 
the opposition. 

The FPC finally granted permis- 


sion for two Idaho Power dams 
despite a hearing examiner’s find- 
ing that a high-level federal dam 
would produce more power more 
economically. 

Idaho Power has begun prelimi- 
nary construction work but the 
legality of the FPC licenses is 
being challenged in court by pro- 
ponents of a federal dam. 


Last Remaining Site 
Congressional debate is expected 
to center on Democratic charges 
that Hells Canyon represents the 
last remaining site for a major fed- 
eral power project and that build- 
ing the Idaho Power low-level dams 
would forever “preempt” the site 
from public use for the highest de- 
velopment of flood control, naviga- 

tion and low-cost electricity. 

The bill cleared the Senate 
committee when Sen. Kerr Scott 
(D-N. C.) replaced Sen. Russell 
Long (D-La.) on the unit. Hells 
Canyon advocates won in the 
House committee when Rep. J. 
Edgar Chenoweth (R-Colo.) 
agreed to switch his vote in re- 
turn for Democratic support of a 
reclamation project involving the 
Fryingpan-Arkansas river com- 
plex in his own district. 


NEW CHARTER designating Detroit agents of Life Insurance Co. 
of Virginia as Local 248 in the Insurance Agents is presented to 
Business Rep. Charles E. Lowe (seated, left) by AFL-CIO Asst. Reg. 
Dir. John Schreier as Local Officers Douglas Willcocks, Douglas G. 
Paul, Howard Dascanio and Russell J. Gambino look on. The local 
was formerly Federal Labor Union 22264. 


AMA Launches Direct 
Attack Against Labor 


~ Chicago (PAI)—A solid lineup with the forces of extreme reac- 
tion was presented by the American Medical Association’s conven- 
tion here, including a direct frontal attack on organized labor. 
Protesting the shutdown of its 70-year-old printing plant here 
and the letting of its printing contract to non-union firms at Nash- 


ville, Tenn., the Chicago Allied 
Printing Trade Council, composed 
of AFL-CIO printing trades unions, 
charged the AMA with “indirectly 
locking out its own employes.” 

Sec.-Treas. Henry L. Coco of the 
council declared that the shutdown 
“amounts to a wholesale dismissal 
of over 200 union craftsmen who 
have devoted a lifetime of service” 
to the AMA. Some employes had 
been employed at the association’s 
printing plant for almost a half- 
century, Coco said. 


Callous Disregard 

Coco noted that “while the as- 
sociation has opposed the labor 
movement on the issue of a practi- 
cal health program for Americans 
in the past, it had refrained from 
openly attacking organized labor.” 
The “lockout” makes the AMA a 
“full-fledged” member of the com- 
bination now fighting organized 
labor, Coco asserted. 

The printing trades unions got 
solid backing from AFL-CIO Pres. 
George Meany, who declared that 
AMA’s action “comes as no sur- 
prise to those who have had an 
opportunity to observe in operation 
the selfish and reactionary policies 
and attitudes of the medical poli- 
ticians who control the machinery 
of that organization.” Meany 
added: * 

“Its calloused disregard for the 
welfare of a large group of its own 
employes who have rendered long, 
devoted and efficient service is one 
more chapter in a long history of 
blind and irresponsible opposition 
to the reasonable hopes and aims of 
the working people of America. 

“It is in complete keeping with 
the current all-out efforts of the 
AMA’s political lobby to defeat the 
proposed amendment of the Social 
Security Act which would make 
modest benefits available to those 
who lose the ability to work because 
of total and permanent disability 
after the age of 50. Any organi- 
zation which would devote as much 
of its money and energy to the 
object of depriving the helpless dis- 
abled worker of this one potential 
source of self-support can hardly be 
expected to respond to any other 
appeal than that of its own narrow 
selfish interests.” 


Attack on Other Fronts 
On another front, the AMA al- 
lied itself with the nation’s big 
pharmaceutical manufacturing firms 
with a demand that the United 
States government cease distribution 
of free Salk anti-polio vaccine. 


The AMA also continued to cud- 


dle up to the big insurance firms, 
reiterating its opposition to pending 
amendments to the Social Security 
Act which would provide cash bene- 
fits to disabled persons after the 
age of 50. 

The retiring president of the 
AMA, Dr. Elmer Hess, indicated 
he was opposed to any improve- 
ment in social security when, in 
his convention report, he expressed 
fear that “in the light of the various 
sweeping amendments being pro- 
posed in every election year this 
program eventually can bankrupt 
the economy or make us truly a 
welfare state.” 

“Therefore, we must continue to 
strive by every means in our power 
to keep the social security program 
confined to its original concept,” 
he said. 

In his address, an urged politi- 
cal action by the nation’s physicians 
but at the same time denounced 
labor’s political activities. 

“We have been forced to take 
political action to protect the 
public’s health interests,” Hess said. 
“Therefore, we must as individuals 
register in the party of our choice. 
We must as individuals support 
those candidates in both parties 
who favor our point of view in 
health matters and be opposed po- 
litically to all those candidates who 
take the point of view that we be- 
lieve is not in the best interest of 
the public’s health.” 

' That, a labor observer com- 
mented, is “labor’s non-partisan 
policy applied to organized medi- 
cine.” 


Marked Increases 
For Credit Unions 


Madison, Wis.— Members of 
credit unions in the U.S. and Can- 
ada saved $379 million last year, 
raising total savings to $2,924 mil- 
lion, according to the 1956 Credit 
Union Yearbook. 

Membership gained 11 percent 
during the year, with 16,000 U.S. 
credit unions now having 7.9 mil- 
lion members and 4,000 savings 
organizations in Canada 1.7 mil- 
lion. The average member has 
$300 in savings. 

The yearbook noted significant 
credit union development in Latin 
America, where some 750,000 per- 
sons have organized 920 credit un- 
ions in which they have saved $53 
milli 


—— 


House Nears 
School Aid 
Approval 


(Continued from Page 1) 


uled for debate was the Powell 
“rider” to provide that federal 
funds should not be paid to schooj 
districts “in defiance of” the Su- 
preme Court’s school integration 
decision after three years. 


This amendment, offéred by Rep. 
Adam Clayton Powell (D-N. Y,), 
could result in a close vote on the 
floor. 

If it is adopted, the  school-aid 
bill in the Senate almost certainly 
would be subjected to a Southern 
filibuster and enactment of legis- 
lation this session would be endan- 
gered. 

Clearance by the House Rules 
Committee of the bipartisan “omni- 
bus” civil rights bill—thus giving 
liberals a chance to vote soon on a 
clear-cut civil rights issue—was ex- 
pected to cut down the number of 
supporters of the Powell “rider.” 


AFL-CIO for 
Compulsory 
Poultry Bill 


The AFL-CIO threw its support 
behind a bill to provide for com- 
pulsory federal inspection of poul- 
try and warned that another bill 
before Congress “may well be a 
mockery” under which “there need 
not be any inspection if the Dept. 
(of Agriculture) so decides.” 

AFL-CIO Leg. Rep. George D. 
Riley told the Senate Agriculture 
Committee that “those who buy 
poultry across the counter can be 
getting far less than they have a 
right to expect for their investment. 
There is much talk of filth, un- 
wholesomeness and lack of protec- 
tion to the end that some of the 
output is not much more than 
garbage.” 

“The prices paid today,” he 
added wryly, “are rather high for 
garbage.” 

The AFL-CIO, Riley said, is 
convinced of the need for this legis- 
lation because “the health of mil- 
lions of consumers is at stake” and 
“the safety and well-being of those 
employes of the industry is in 
jeopardy with less than adequate 
inspection.” 

The bill backed by the AFL-CIO 
was introduced by Sens. James E. 
Murray (D-Mont.), Pat McNa- 
mara (D-Mich.) and George 
Bender (R-O.) after the three had 
served as a subcommittee which 
held hearings on poultry inspection 
last month. 


ORT Returns 
Incumbents to 


4-Year Terms 


Montreal—Delegates to the in- 
ternational convention of the Order 
of Railroad Telegraphers gave their 
leaders a sweeping vote of con- 
fidence, returning all incumbent of- 
ficers for another four-year term. 

The union’s two top officers, 
Pres. G. E. Leighty and Sec.-Treas. 
E. M. Mosier, were re-elected by 
acclamation. Leighty has headed 
the ORT since 1946 and Mosier 
has been secretary-treasurer since 
1942, 

After re-electing all incumbent 
vice presidents, the delegates named 
A. A. Hutchinson, general chairt- 
man on the Canadian National- 
western lines, to fill a vacancy 
created by the retirement of veteran 


Vice Pres. W. H. Phillips. 
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Loopholes in Tax Structure Costing 
Average Workers $9 Billion a Year 


The “progressive” character 
of the federal tax structure has 
been so sadly diluted by Congress 
to favor the wealthy that ordinary 
taxpayers are paying an extra $9 
billion a year, according to the 
current issue of Labor’s Econom- 


Pase Five 
|Voting Key 
To Strong — 
Civil Rights 

Political action is the answer 
to civil rights problems, Sec.- 


Treas. Al Hartnett of the Elec- 
trical, Radio & Machine Workers 


COMPARISON OF INCOMES RECEIVED BY $100,000-A-YEAR AND $3000 10 $5000 A-YEAR-MEN | 


; $3,000 10 

$100,000-A-YEAR $5,000-A-YEAR 
WE HAVE EXACTLY. , 
THE SAME RIGHTS— 


Yés—— BUT NOT 
THE SAME RESULTS 


ic Review, publication of the 
AFL-CIO Dept. of Research. 

A progressive tax system is one 
based essentially on “a doctrine 


which people having the same in- 
come pay the same taxes, with tax 
rates increasing as income goes up. 
Ability to pay is the yardstick. 

But so many loopholes and by- 


tax structure, and so much~-special 
interest legislation enacted into it 
—all for the advantage of wealthy 
individuals and corporations—that 
its progressive character is more ap- 
parent than real, the review asserts. 


Cites Nine Loopholes 

“Actual tax payments have 
shown,” it says, “that low-income 
individuals pay the tax rates set 
forth in the law, while higher-in- 
come taxpayers pay rates much 
less than those provided in the law. 

“This situation led the late Ran- 
dolph Paul, one of America’s fore- 
most tax authorities, to say, ‘for 
most taxpayers we have a far less 
progressive income tax system than 
is popularly supposed and .. . the 
system is not as progressive as it 
pretends to be’.” 

The review discusses nine differ- 
ent ways the wealthy can duck taxes 
which workers and others of low 
and middle income have to make 
up. 

One is the difference in type of 
income. The average low-income 
taxpayer gets practically all his 
from wages or salaries. These can 
be taxed at the source, for the most 
part, and the result is that the rate 
prescribed by law is paid. 
| e Special Treatment 
' But the wealthy have a variety 
of sources of income, of which 
wages and salaries constitute a com- 
paratively small part. Most of the. 
other sources get special treatment 
from the law that makes the tax 
burden a lot lighter. 

There are special provisions, for 
instance, for reducing or avoiding 
taxes from dividends and interest. 
Capital gains, negligible in the in- 
come of people with less than $5,- 
000 a year, get even more special 
treatment—an effective maximum 
rate of but 25 percent. 

Then a lot of the income of the 
wealthy is never reported. The Re- 
view estimates 14 percent of in- 
come from dividends and 61 per- 
cent of income from interest falls 
into this category. The types “most 
susceptible to tax evasion,” it notes, 


of equal sacrifice.” It is one under ||: 


passes have been injected into the} 
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“correspond closely with the sources 
of income for the wealthiest tax- 
payers.” 

Large corporations get the same 
sort of break, it adds, quoting one 
authority as claiming $7 billion of 
corporate income, on which the 
tax would be $3.5 billion, goes 
unreported each year. 

Other loopholes are cited, too— 
the special dividend credits enacted 
in 1954, split income provisions 
which work only to the advantage 
of the wealthy, family partnerships, 
stock options, the notorious deple- 
tion allowance, speeded-up depre- 
ciation allowances, and low estate 
and gift taxes. ; 


Result of Chiseling Shown 

The review illustrates what these 
possibilities of evasion mean by 
analyzing 1953 tax payments. 

In that year, the rates started at 
22.2 percent and went up to 92 
percent. A $100,000-a-year man, 
for instance, had a legal rate of 67 
percent. But the average rate paid 
by all taxpayers with incomes of 
$100,000 or more was just 45 per- 
cent, it says. 

The average rate of taxation, it 
goes on, was only 27 percent, just 
4.8 percentage points higher than 
the lowest rate but 65 points lower 
than the highest. - 

“From these examples,” it ob- 
serves, “it is clear that the low- 
income taxpayers, who pay nearly 
at the rate established in the law, 
are discriminated against, because 
high-income taxpayers pay much 
less than the rates written in the 
law.” 

Suggests Tax Cut 

To restore the progressive factor 
to the tax structure, the Review sug- 
gests a ‘$3 billion tax cut, to be 
enacted immediately, either by a 
$100 increase in exemptions or a 
cut from 20 to 15 percent in the 
rate applicable to the first $1,000 
of income. 

Then it would close those loop- 
holes. The saving: $9 billion a 
year, or three times the amount 


the tax cut would cost. 


Southern Democrats Lose 
First Civil Rights Battle 
Southern Democrats opposed to civil rights legislation went down 


to defeat in the first round of the struggle when the House Rules 
Committee voted 8 to 3 to clear the Administration-backed anti- 


floor. 

The vote came after the south- 
erners, using every parliamentary 
trick and device possible, conceded 
defeat in their effort again to stall 
action on the measure. “When 
the jig’s up I know it,” Chairman 
Howard W. Smith (D-Va.) of the 
House Rules Committee, declared. 

The committee approved a rule 
providing for two days of general 
debate. It thus eliminated the pos- 
sibility of a House filibuster killing 
off the bill, although the souther- 
ners indicated that they would use 
all parliamentary strategy they 
could muster to prevent a House 
vote. 

Under House rules, Smith, as 
committee chairman, can stall on 


discrimination bill for action on the® 


reporting the bill to the floor for 


Fight for Justice Puts 
Price on Surgeon’s Head 


Cincinnati, O.—A surgeon from Mound Bayou, Miss., thrust a 
scalpel into the American conscience by asking how Sec. of State 
Dulles “can go to Geneva and talk of free elections in Germany and 


impossible to have a free election 
in Mississippi.” 

Dr. T. R. M. Howard told the 
Packinghouse Workers. convention 
that he had to get his wife and 
family out of the state and can go 
back only in disguise because 
“there’s a price on my head” be- 
cause of his fight for justice. 

He scoffed at charges that the 
National Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People, of 
which he is an official, ever advo- 
cated anything “but those rights 
guaranteed in the U.S. Constitu- 
tion.” 

Flays Councils 

Dr. Howard flayed the White 
Citizens Councils, which he said 
began in the county next to his with 
a meeting of 14 men. In two years 
“it has 100,000 adherents in Mis- 
sissippi and is spreading like wild- 
fire through the South.” He termed 
them a menace to organized labor 
and called the council “an even 
greater threat to democracy in 
America than world communism.” 

Originally anti-Negro, the coun- 
cils in some states have taken on 
overtones of anti-Semitism as well, 
he said. 

“My state, which gave us Bilbo 
and (Sen. James O.) Eastland, has 
always rated zero in race relations. 
There are 986,000 Negroes in Mis- 
sissippi, but 400,000 Negroes have 
left the state in the past 20 years. 
And 93 years after the Emancipa- 
tion Proclamation, Negroes can 
vote in only 22 of the state’s 82 
counties. Fewer than 19,000 Ne- 


behind the Iron Curtain when it is® 


groes out of nearly one million in 
Mississippi are qualified voters.” 
The state’s election laws require 
a Negro seeking to become a voter 
to read flawlessly the most difficult 
section of the Mississippi constitu- 
tion, write an essay on constitu- 
tional law and answer trick ques- 
tions correctly. A typical question, 
Dr. Howard said, is “How many 
bubbles in a bar of soap?” 


Laws Tightened 

The laws were made even more 
stringent after the 1954 Supreme 
Court decision striking down seg- 
regated schools. One hundred Ne- 
gro leaders, he said, rejected the 
urging of Gov. Hugh L. White that 
Negroes come out for “voluntary 
segregation.” 

Dr. Howard’s voice almost broke 
as he told the convention of two 
close friends, one of them a min- 
ister, who were shot down because 
they refused to remove their names 
from the voting list. He also 
touched briefly on the slaying of 
Emmett Till, 14, and the trial 
which he called an example of Mis- 
sissippi’s “double standard of jus- 
tice.” The slayers of his friends, 
he charged, are well known to all 
but have never been brought to 

The convention adopted a strong 
civil rights resolution condemning 
the White Citizens Councils and 
praising AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany for his role in establishing 
the AFL-CIO Fund to Fight Racial 
Discrimination. 


told 120 delegates to an IUE 
Civil Rights Conference in Wash- 


ington. 


Hartnett, who is chairman of the 
union’s civil rights committee, in a 
keynote address cited organizing in 
the South as one of the main in- 
struments in the fight for justice, 

Need Political Action 

“But that cannot be accom- 
plished without political action, 
either,” he declared. “And the 
best political action takes place on 
the first Tuesday after the first 
Monday in November on the even- 


numbered years.” 


Obstacles in the path of organ- 
izing, Hartnett said, are the crassly 
unconstitutional laws and ordi- 
nances in some southern states and 
cities which practically make it a 
crime to be a union organizer. 

A highlight of the two-day ses- 
sion was the charge by Rep. Rich- 
ard Bolling (D-Mo.) that the at- 
tempt of the Republican Party to 
capture the Negro vote in the com- 
ing presidential election is “as cyni- 
cal a political trick as has ever 
been pulled.” 

Bolling said that the GOP is try- 
ing to take credit for all the suc- 
cesses made in the fight for civil 
rights, “even though, when you 
look at their record, they opposed 
almost unanimously every major 
effort in Congress to guarantee free- 
dom for the Negro people.” 


Re-Enact Hearing 

At a workshop session on unjust 
“security” firings, delegates staged 
a re-enactment of the security 
hearing of Clayton Dechant, an 
IUE member from Philadelphia, 
who had been fired on fabricated 
and false charges. 

After the security hearing was 
held and the charges shown to be 
false (at great expense and time to 
the union), the government with- 
drew the charges and Dechant was 
reinstated. Dechant, a delegate to 
the conference, played his own role 
in the play. 


Canada Labor Urged 
To Back Label Drive 


Ottawa, Ont., Canada—The Can- 
adian Congress of Labor has urged. 
all affiliates actively to support the 
union label drive of the Clothing 
Workers in Canada. 


as long as 10 legislative days after | 


the committee’s action. That he 
intends to do so was apparent from 
his prediction that the bill would 
hit the floor “the week of July 9.” 

Four Democrats and four Re- 
publicans joined in approval of the 
rule as finally voted; three Demo- 
crats from the South voted against 
it. 

The bill would create a new civil 
rights division in the Justice Dept. 
under an assistant attorney gen- 
eral. It also would create a presi- 
dential commission on civil rights, 
with subpoena powers, and it would 
employe the attorney general to 
take civil court action to protect 
the right to vote. 


BASIC CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS are spelled out to 120 delegates to the Civil Rights Confer- 
ence sponsored by the Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers by Ben Segal, trade union consult- 
ant to the Fund for the Republic (standing, right). IUE Sec.-Treas. Al Hartnett, who is chairman of 
the union’s civil rights committee, stressed the importance of Southern organizing to the fight for 
justice and warned that crassly unconstitutional laws in some cities in the South practically make 
it a crime to be a union organizer. 


Pani esare . 
Ps 
a 
sith 
: . 
7 
PL-CIO NEW ( , . ; : 
Nr, Ws WASHING TON ' IRD 
. wae TUNE 1 O56 
re an 
=a 
‘ — eee ae 
ee % oe 
: Be cit cl eae 
! dhe) wing foes 
. An Ps ; SrLOEN 
3 = Beet! ies 
A : cc a see 
‘{\2 | ae eer 
— ae. \ <a ‘ , a 2 
~ = ‘re. Bia eat 
eat eae ce 
| eae: eye 
Ps anes Fei eane Se 
ae, 
3. eae 
ees on) 2 
pe eee me 
Sy (yee aetess 
Ga oe > 
i iain aie 
1 agllgctageiee® 
: ee 
7 mS . eee 
ONS on 
Naa 
Z a 
| 
UG 
; - 
: ee | : 
; nee 
‘ ee 7 ast 
> | Ege ht 
i) a a 
t pe? (gs a 
ee 
\- re ie 
- seaaleies. 
eae Seg 
ae. 
ll eo. 
), 
le 
s< 
a: 
e cceunieutch 
Z entnetet 
16 é 
i : 
S< 3 
1 oe 
poe) ‘ 
| ee 
d } Beak, ‘ 
| Sia ee 
oes e 
se a. 7 oe 
, 
| i - 
te | ete. 
; eres: 
‘ sev ate 
eT e 
O ers hog 
Aes a0 
Si ane cee 
" | CN ech 
hea 
4 | Beeeemnmsntontinnnnnnncennnannn ager — ae 
ERE meso agi: ikhasmnememsneor an CORES See ee nao SONS ee cu ; 
ad Scat soe ereceeases neteeanecsaccenes ca ahem Se snore - 
~ 2% BAER eS San SCE ER Sas tn POO IE SGOOG SSRIS ISE LIL TE Sooeoeee BRERELODS RN. pogamaeins BORAT aa en RES 2s an if 
” | Pt Sos: i POET O OS ONC SOTO sienna cern cocoon ee ee st: Somes a ee eR SSS eee a 
Sewanee ees eaeeromRER EN Sot annie stararan ans cat meee er . RN I SUS ES SSeS acne a Sh. aa St a 
yn eae ee eee {Sakae ae eee Sea Seiten me Se he ee SS ene er ae SR een 
CBR RRs OSS eee Siete mane ee Soo eae eee ae Beata t sas CR Wiig: 
SRS ae Rae ee: Soc ee pas Se tata oe SS eed hob yeaa a ee Besse a 
fs iat ORG sare SENS seater etre amen aa Recon SSSI AR op Re RRR Ss oo Seo paarectpnantne aun aera Shoce ths pease Se Ree) > 
5 See teen ese as eee Seeseas dees aa eae ae ee Spiess ae ee | 2 ae es iting. Shap ess ee SSS Ss Paige i 3 
BR enn chee Behe eee SEN Gee ee de Seeneanee eng ae Recents gg eS Ripe Retege Sac eay aes Sees Someta Sores he See 
| & oe . ss rere sae as ee ps ee Be ee ee ee Rn See Bs Reena oe pees eae ie oe 
| are: Smo Ee ae SS eget SR ge ee ee gees Se ee ee ee 
SORE SAR a a RS a SERS Spee has Re SRO OT RET SREY hae 3: oo Sa eR SRR RRS aera oa ae apes Se 
Pate: aT Od oe Co ee fe Ss lc rr—ia‘OiO_ Oe 
| i, Sere Soon cee ig ee Ree See. Bie Oe a aS sae Rc Nase See 3S Scone Se ee aa Sy SES es 
i a SRE ae Se i a Se 5 She Me ee Be og aac Sk eS SRR Ss Ps Bee Saas: as he 
| Bee O° Sree a oe ae eee ee eee Si PR ee pe Bae pe: RRS OS SS Se SERRE SS cease Sais one eR nS ck) Soot 
| Ph sea a , die ES: RE Bid a: ees PE one og Mogae Shes Bes eee: Baas Boe SS pie : 
| Be: Ricans. Cae SSR ie See ae : “peg BS See. RR te RONG Mere ae Dic 4 Aint, 
) } Bess Be ge ae Reo & ea een ES. Ree nn eS i gereee. SNe Rs on Se ee ee * Sees Se saunas ss sa ea 
see Se SERS eee ba y a RR 2S See RS eae scotia" oe Raman Sines SSR ge oe ace Sane 1 ee 
Se me oy ne. eS. ORE ae ae a 3 Re RE me ¥ ee BS ikl es << Sars eee ees Z .S a 3 ae Se is 
Bes i saa Skate Ogee Benes oem Maas ERS Be See RR oS Se cat te 
= Soe RS 3 Sees J si See Te a ek Ma ees Secale . oe : «os eee aa 
Se Be. poommaamm | 3 Re a iy ee See Bs ad 
' | Serie sie iS es ae Bie eee ge a Ss) Sa : 
) a SS ee * Se SESS SS : 3 et os goo Bee oe BORE SS: . 
Po es Tae ER ee seat : tis as ss eo wg: SSeremore ce ha ke 6 Gees : a 
tae <a gaa SO it Tee Fi i cree een a es See Sees pS Bie a oe Se SS v. 
BRS Na I Fe AO ONE.  Goaenenterrees pase EO ee ce ae SE SS So OR AR RR RES : Se 
in - ee ER age Pe Se ee s Ss Eee: eee eS eS a TR Be SS oe ee ee a eS Sa 4 
ler BERR Soe gee, ae Sites S ee nc crak BR ecccs  W fe: Mia pS: 52S OR Rac oS 2 SS 
‘ dps oa eae Sikh, borate oes Resse a eS pint SS ohagS Gok a pce” Rees Sie NE: Sak oo eee Soa 
cir By Sy RE Rg eee wit Rem ee Eg CS eR Be Fae Ni RRS Seam nnc Be 
atin Oa ane Be ey See ee ee a Si aie aie Bisset oe ee oa eo er Bag oc iss 
yn- } : Ca. eee eS ee he wee SY a ae 
Boe SSSR eS Sc ee: ae ee an Sy el neuer nnn = Sa So. op so es RE cia Bi . = = 
ie seh a Ree Sos SRC RER  RRRR Seis eigeuciannnoa ae ao: puammeanmatecs Son “S33 ah eel 
=) prostate meat Ree oe 2 Saye Pee... main Cammnnrar sy eRe SRS RRR I ck SERN 7 
m. os oe oe ee a ee ok Se 
° Easert ae ae iui etactacnnnscma SR CT Suganuma See. , a aaa Ss ROR Nn Mae peorkereen ane : 
RieMbgtteg ose ee SS See Bi see GOs a 
; ates SOS eee taten ceteris Sg RS ee Se Re Se sped RR Sear en Sight a 
rs, Pee «| Sareea Seen Ri RRR ES OS guises SERRE REN saeseanaatais SOR RR ag SN sown cn § Lot RAE 
‘ eg Lae: SEE ee eer s ee Fas nnn SS Ey i ae aa eas Siete eae ~ 
as. 3 gh tecaieaeamenernetecctt Sooty eee Sean SSRIS a rc Soe “Weiecccene ae a 
RR SS te Seiki ae see eR ete: oooh, anenene ne i aaa [co ee Se 
b sco Oe Sac eee Baad Ramm sence SoS eS Pug ee a aa SRT a 5 
y spe cae aa Roe ee Ee: 3 rc ee nn ee Sg ee Pe 5 
Sitthae creme cen te eNOS ignemena anata ee ssa BOS eas RR SS an 2 See Ss SRE eS PRA : 
le ee : 4 Se ae pee eae | Se po 
| [eeetetaeanieessss ese SER 05-0 esos wh “eee Sn ee Avet s, ss aca Se Soha cS Ses 
ier eee Se SSE 2 eS Bee eae 
i | Berea eater oS Seer ee a es ENS So Bm ee 
aac oaasbaneeennao ns | RRR RRR aos aeebens Siem 3 SEES Ree eae Sao ee Sess SR BREE cee 
Ice aaa ea : are Se Soe ‘Seats oe ann mae SS fe Se, FORE: a 
| ae ee Fo. ey Sees Sota mia ee tt i Sa 
Ee oe = : 2 ES Biba or oe Satan sna si Retna g ME % aoe meee et 
ee 2 de Pe a ea Se PSG n 
oe EE ees S aoe + Se oak ee eee i See SESESSE SS 
> t a3 eS ee a 45, Rage te ae 7 eR Br! See ee 2. ER % So ee SORES 
>n | SEBS SOT af BRS, See Bichon es dag ear =: ee ee Sas Ss 
| Be a gation agit ant Vena eae a a Sector RS Soe A: Rages eae Mpeg a 
| So ee es | eS Sok ce 
| 2 Se Ree ~ Ss La SSS Saas x 
fs Se SS 
SRS Co Ee 
Lit } ee 3 
al- 
cy 
i | 
Je Oa PF ace eee we tee: he fee oe : lee 
SAREE eRe ha ee ake aes Brn Toh buen teen ers tine ee cd ; 
bee Apis ee 1s age eee ri Ser CASRN e tah, SET RBC ry", 5 BE " A 
eee: ee Paes, ee ome Wk my Wieden Ce etka eos pt ed ee Bi am : AMY Sry. oP Rise ae wee % 7 : DO eae 
Se ee ie Oe Bh heten gy ris SAE erin lita en sas a SET ale) Gee «ee ae. ta ey Pe RES Se ig oe ge ake 7 Cats t 
SS Re ta MNES SESS Sie ae Baas Wei ee VES RSPR, 2 Ah Gh: ‘onpartateiccs |e ie Sen ee te Paar Tye oe plat ee ae os ae a st aa or rig . 
et gee LS SER tak hee? Katee Wea i Sri Rr Sg rates Be ‘ye lebare tac cl A MES +a ce Sage i PSM hse» OFAN) 2 ae fh Sepceaa Nae Gateren: “oan Beira ice be ee) Sas, Ue e ‘ 
HAR Na ip i hig STS en ot gis ad raniiat) as, 1 NGA aa be Sc ONTO a as Teed eR OEE GN 75 es pit Sitpsts § os oF ee ONG oy LANE «2 eae rene Cine let ee : : 
a SUF Ayo NERA eB eee Be oats SOMA Paras 2s a, Be Fade he ea A ae es ee Be a gi OR a a Se Re sae tt AL ae a iy, Bea tap ees : rons 
DN Ne al ok REIS Jie see ik ae a Pee Ue ct Biss ysis” eae mel a AA Fish elas eR cd ie NG eater pet Shee eda a: re oan ON Sf NTE eg Or SR PF 
BSN? cane de oleh | Saeki Pot At Pe ea ne Peat? ESE ets eee geht aA Ree at ae Bata hae! 
Mo tesa ital te Ede NB I es DNR eett nos isbn a y peace SS Oe! on ed i, é og WS Ss 
i ra p be a? Ne Rehepra tL ce es eR 15 ia eS 7 eons ae hoe ee 
PACS Cr ee Seite TA vi MY Te we CEE cae St at ee ‘i AP ye ee comin § ea 
ea ee ee Ey Te ee oS ae Nef % RS hav ae : " 
berm 2 Ste Sag Ml yo a ha ee nae el we 
“ae TOE at? <a 


. ~~ 


Page Six 


Independence Day, 1956 


fhe principles of the Declaration of Independence, celebrated 
next week, are the property of all the American people and are 
not exclusively for any group or class. : r 

The precepts laid down by Thomas Jefferson, and voted by the 
Continental Congress 180 years ago, are nevertheless especiall 
precious to American workers. ; 

The stated “unalienable rights” of life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness proclaimed the ideals for the United States that 
pointed the way for the steady development of our democracy. 
The doctrine that all men are “created equal” has been an ir- 
resistible force. ~ ; 

The right to vote without property qualification did not belong 
to the people at first. The right to elect senators by popular vote was 
not written into the Constitution. But Jefferson’s ideas gradually 
became the central American ideas. They will be more fully ex- 
pressed in-our customs and traditions as the years pass. 


A 30-Year Triumph 


Fry years ago, after an immense educational and legislative | 


struggle, the first Pure Food and Drug Act was passed. 

It was fought by special interests who saw a threat to easy profits. 
But the principle of federal inspection to enforce minimum stand- 
ards of purity and quality in the sale of food and drugs has kept 
thousands of our people alive who otherwise would have died. 

It has contributed to the nutritional standards that today make 
our people taller, more sturdily built, more healthy than ever before. 
_ Today there are new fights—for poultry inspection, for example, 
and for adequate funds to finance the Food and Drug Administra- 
tion. The same antagonistic forces oppose these measures—but 
history is against them. 

The ‘Right-to-Wreck’ Issue 
A FEW metropolitan newspapers suddenly have become aware 
that mislabeled state “right-to-work” laws will be a major 
political issue in November. 

When Republican Gov. Fred Hall of Kansas vetoed a “right- 
to-work” bill last year, his success in making the veto stick sug- 
gested that aroused workers could persuade fairminded political 
leaders that such bills were morally and practically unsound. 

The success of labor in Louisiana in obtaining repeal of that 
state’s “right-to-wreck” law was another step forward. 

Several other states are scheduled to handle “right-to-wreck” 
measures this year. The issue will be hard-fought in legislatures and 
in popular referendums. It will inevitably involve candidates for 
state office who must stand up and be counted. It will involve con- 
gressional candidates. 

For the record, Pres. Eisenhower has never declared a position 
on Sec. 14 (b) of the Taft-Hartley law that specifically author- 
izes so-called state “right-to-work” acts. In December 1954, 
he indicated that he was still “studying” the matter. He has 
never asked for repeal. — 

Otherwise, the President has remained mute except to say that 
when Labor Sec. James P. Mitchell publicly attacked state “right- 
to-work” laws, Mitchell was expressing only his own viewpoint— 
not the Administration’s. 
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U. S. Abundance and World Need 


(The following statement on 
“American Abundance and World 
Need” was prepared by 88 Amer- 
ican religious leaders representing 
all faiths after consultation with 
leaders of the trade union move- 
ment.) 


God has blessed the United 
States of America with abundance. 
A vast endowment of natural re- 
sources, brilliant achievements in 
science and technology, a free so- 
ciety, and a dynamic economy have 
united to bring us to heights of 
material productivity never before 
known to mankind. 

Both our natural resources and 
our human skills of hand and brain 
are the gifts of God. We are His 
creatures and stewards in His vine- 
yard. 

The abundance which is ours 
and the potential productivity with- 
in our grasp are at once blessings 
to be enjoyed and a trust to be 
administered in the name of God 
and in the service of mankind. 


It is contrary to the will of God 
that islands of prosperity should 
persist amid oceans of poverty, 
hunger and distress. Bread for my- 
self is a material concern; bread 
for my brother is a spiritual con- 
cern. 

In a moral universe, the con- 
tinued prosperity of one nation can 
only be justified by its faithful and 
courageous efforts to make com- 
parable abundance available to all 
nations. 


Equitable Distribution 

These basic ethical considera- 
tions point toward certain goals 
which should be firm guides to na- 
tional policies and programs. In 
the domestic sphere, the appro- 
priate goals are an expanding 
peacetime economy and equitable 
distribution of the national product. 
These goals are fundamental be- 
cause as a nation we cannot share 
what we do not- possess. 

In the international sphere, 
America’s goal should be greatly 
expanded sharing of our material 
abundance, our technical skills and 
the dynamic spirit of a free society. 


This goal must be pursued in a 


genuine spirit of international 
friendship and good will. 
Although our efforts should al- 
ways be dedicated to the advance- 
ment of free institutions and op- 
posed to any form of totalitarian- 
ism, we must avoid making our 
participation contingent upon po- 
litical conformity or subservience 
on the part of other nations. 
List Specific Policies 
We pledge ourselves, and we call 
upon our national leaders, both in 
the social sciences and in the prac- 
tical realms of business, labor, agri- 
culture and politics, to work to- 
gether for the following specific 
policies and programs: 
1—National economic policies 
designed to achieve and maintain 
full employment with full and effi- 
cient production both in industry 
and agriculture. With growing 
population, increasing labor force 
and mounting productivity this 
means not a level, but an annually 
rising gross national product. 
2—Industrial wage and agricul- 
tural price policies which will pro- 
duce a just and equitable distribu- 
tion of consumer purchasing power 
throughout the- economy. 
3—Food and nutrition programs 
which will assure adequate and 
healthful diets for alf Americans 
and for as many as can be reached 
and served abroad. 


“I just wrote a note to my 


congressman —I told him it 
was redeemable in cash!” 


4—Expanded programs of tech- 
nical assistance in the fundamental 
work of world economic and social 
development. 


5—International trade and 
monetary policies designed to fa- 
cilitate and expand the interna- 
tional flow of goods and services. 
Appropriate public aid should be 
provided to agricultural and indus- 
trial enterprises facing adjustments 
as trade barriers are progressively 
removed. 


' 6—Foreign economic aid pro- 
grams geared to meet situations of 
emergency and long-time human 
need. For this purpose both the 
offices of government and of the 
voluntary and religious agencies 
should be used. 


Complete Separation 


In order to minimize suspicions 
of nationalistic or imperialistic mo- 
tivation on the part of the United 
States, to reduce international ten- 
sion and to promote world peace, 
we believe the following three prin- 
ciples should be observed in all 
programs of foreign trade, aid and 
technical assistance: 

® Complete separation of U.S. 
economic and technical aid from 
programs of military aid. 

® Full utilization of private and 
non-governmental agencies in 
trade, aid, and technical assistance 
programs. 

© Maximum utilization of the 
United Nations and the specialized 
agencies associated with if. 

In the last analysis, American 
policies and programs are deter- 
mined by the will of the people. 
This is the glory of our free and 
democratic society. Therefore, 
our ultimate appeal is to the people 
of America. 


We call upon all Americans of 
moral idealism and righteous con- 
viction to join us and their neigh- 
bors in an all-out crusade to em- 
ploy the God-given abundance of 
America in an expanded program 
of world development, human 
progress and international peace. 
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Conventions Whoop It Up as Well as Work 
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THERE’S LOTS OF EXCITEMENT at a union convention, as well as a lot of men in Cincinnati, touched off when the delegates voted to merge with the Packing- 
hard work, a lot of fun and a wonderful sense of accomplishment. Like this spon- house Workers. A similar display took place the following week, when the Pack- 
taneous parade of state signs at the conclave of the Meat Cutters & Butcher Work- inghouse Workers approved merger and staged their own thunderous demonstration. 


a: oe, Se 
THE EXUBERANCE characteristic of conventions is pointed up 
by this scene during the demonstration at the Meat Cutters’ gather- 


ing. Union delegates are never hesitant about shouting approval ; , . ; 
or disapproval. Some are even carried away by their enthusiasm— mittees meet, draw up, reports and carry them to the floor, where the attentive delegates weigh 


Or, as above, by another and stronger delegate. them, sometimes tear them apart, and vote them up or down as they choose. 


HANDCLAPPING AND SMILES punctuate the orderly confusion that seems part of every conven- 
tion, as shown at one of the high points of the recent session of the Communications Workers in 
Cleveland. But behind surface manifestations of gayety, the essential work always goes on. Com- 
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How to Buy: 


Bread and Butter Facts: 


NAM Reaches New 
Heights of Absurdity 


By Peter Henle 
Assistant Director of Research 


- the course of their work, union negotiators have found them- 
selves called all sorts of names. It will therefore come as no 
surprise to them that the process of winning wage increases through 
collective bargaining has now been attacked as a “new force for 
inflation” that is “more insidious than any . . . faced before.” 

With language of this type, the Na- 
tional Association of Manufacturers 
develops in a new study by its Re- 
search Dept. its familiar themes op- 
posing union activity and disparaging 
collective bargaining. : 

What is the gist of the NAM 
argument? According to the study, 
they are concerned about the dan- 
ger of a new inflationary* force, 
“the tendency for- wage rates to 
grow without any definite or nor- 
mal relationship to market condi- 
tions.” This danger is then traced 
to organized labor, the collective 
bargaining process, and industry- 

. wide bargaining. 
It is true, of course, that under certain conditions any modern 
economy faces the danger of inflation. Organized labor had just 
as much at stake in preventing price increases which whittle away 
the value of hard-won wage gains. 
xk k * 
Lb fpted tte does the NAM have a legitimate gripe in raising 
the danger of inflation in the U.S. in 1956? 

The facts are that the price level in this country has remained 
relatively stable over the past five years. In fact, despite a tendency 
for prices to increase during the past_six months, the level of con- 
sumer prices is now only 4 percent higher than it was five years ago. 

The NAM study warns about wage increases which outrun in- 
creases in productivity. This may be a legitimate concern in some 
European countries where nations are facing more critical economic 
problems and where the rate of productivity increase. is much 
smaller. 

In the United States, however, productivity has been increasing 
at a relatively rapid rate. In manufacturing industries, for exam- 
ple, the Dept. of Labor has estimated that productivity has in- 
creased 10 percent from 1953 to 1955 while the average increase 
in hourly earnings has been only 6 or 7 percent. — 

The NAM study reaches a new high in absurdity when it utilizes 
extensive charts and figures tracing wage and price developments 
since 1939. It attempts to explain the increase in prices since 1939 
without once mentioning the special conditions developed during 
World War II when inflationary pressures were generated by higher 
wartime incomes bidding for a reduced supply of consumer goods. 

Judging by the evidence in this study, those who have been wait- 
ing for the NAM’s economic thinking to show signs of maturity 
still have a long time to wait. 


A CANINE CANDY called “lolli-pups” has been distributed to 
members by the Detroit Letter Carriers Association in an effort to 
convert dogs from enemies to friends. Postman Charles Haehnle 
hopes it will prove successful with this boxer. Pres. James H. Rade- 
macher of the union concedes the treat won’t always work. There 
is still no protection against a dog that.attacks from the rear, he 
sadly observed. 


By Sidney Margolius 


conditioners and television sets by many manu- 
facturers and retailers offers moderate-income fami- 
lies a chance to pick up good comparative values in 
major home needs this month. 
Even some manufacturers who never dumped TV 
sets have been unloading them this summer at-cut 
rates. But while 
prices of appliances 
are being slashed, 


self is reaching for 

an all-time high this 
summer. Chief rea- 
son is the climbing 
price of meat, espe- 
cially pork. 

Watch your meat 
buying this summer. 
If you follow last 
winter’s pattern, you 
may find yourself 
with soaring food 
bills and a shattered 
budget. 

July is a good month for buying clothes as well as 
appliances. The July clearances offer sharp reduc- 
tions on dresses, men’s lightweight suits and sports- 
wear and nylon hosiery. But the most valuable July 
buying opportunities are the annual shoe sales. Take 
advantage of these, for shoes will cost more this fall. 

After raising prices this spring, manufacturers have 
announced another price hike for fall. Some brands 
will cost as much as 8 percent more, and the average 
increase is estimated at about 5 percent. This sec- 
ond increase really hurts, since shoes are the biggest 
item in a wage-earning family’s clothing bill. A fam- 
ily of four spends about $75 a year for shoes, or 
about 16 percent of its entire wardrobe cost. 

The widespread legend that such recent price in- 


Making Ends Meet: 


By Nancy Pratt 


if tee popularity of frozen foods has made “thaw- 
ing” as basic a step in much food preparation 
as boiling or baking. 

But the freezing-and-thawing process presents a 
special problem: What should be done when frozen 
foods thaw accidentally and you’d rather not use 
them immediately? 
Can you refreeze 
them or is there a 
danger of food poi- 
soning from refrozen 
foods? 

Actually the fro- 
zen food field is so 
comparatively _ new 
that even industry 
and government re- 
searchers don’t fully 
know the answers 
yet. There are no 
hard and fast rules. 
A lot depends on 
the quality of the 
food before freezing 
and on how complétely it was frozen originally. But 
there are some reliable guides on the effects of 
thawing and refreezing: 

© Refreezing doesn’t in itself make food unsafe to 
eat. It depends under what conditions and how long 
the food has been thawed. Food is more likely to 
be fit for refreezing if it has been thawed gradually 
and kept at low temperatures (below 40 degrees). 
Thus, if it has been thawed in the refrigerator, and 
hasn’t completely thawed or been kept unfrozen for 
too long a time, it is, except for certain foods, quite 
safe to refreeze. 


Los Angeles—A precedent-shattering plan for pro- 
viding 20,000 union members and their families 
with pre-paid legal care was announced here by 
John L. Cooper, president of the Los Angeles Joint 
Board of Hotel and Restaurant Employes. 


The proposed program, Cooper said, parallels de- 
velopment in the medical field of pre-paid hospital 
care and doctor’s fees through group coverage plans 
which now protect 100 million Americans. 


It is being developed because “many people today 
simply can’t afford justice under the law any more 
than they could afford the high costs of expert medi- 
cal care until the unions negotiated for group medi- 
cal plans,” he explained. 

The proposal has been submitted for study to the 
American Bar Association, California State Bar As- 
sociation, the law schools of the University of South- 
ern California and the University of California at 


Los Angeles (UCLA), and the Ford Foundation. 


Meat Pushing Up Living Cost 


HARP price cutting of household appliances, air ~ 


the cost of living it- 


creases are required by wage increases, as manu- 
facturers invariably announce, and as working people 
themselves sometimes get to believe, is exploded by 
a recent study made by the research division - the 
Boot and Shoe Workers Union. 

The fact is, the actual direct labor cost per pair of 
shoes was 5 percent lower in 1955 than in °54, and 
8 percent lower than in ’53 (daily papers please copy). 
The reduction in actual labor cost was due to an in- 
crease of 5.5 percent in productivity. 


xk 


OW that price tags on air conditioners have been 

brought down to more reasonable levels, mod- 

erate-income families are showing more interest, as 
indicated by this department’s mail. 

This summer, air conditioners are widely available 
for $200-$250. If you want installation and a year’s 
service contract, the stores often make you pay $35 
additional. Expert installation is desirable but the 
service contract may not be necessary if you can buy 
just an installation job, as the machine is warranted 
by the manufacturer anyway for the first year. 

Oné reason for the lower prices has been the in- 
troduction of 7.5-ampere air conditioners. These 
are often available for as low as $180-$200. Unlike 
the full-power 11-15 amp models, the low-amp air 
conditioners need no special wiring, will plug into 
any AC outlet and use up to 40 percent less current. 

However, 7.5-amp coolers deliver only about 85 
percent as much cooling power as. the high-amp mod- 
els. The low-amp type may be satisfactory enough 
where the cooling demand is not severe. But be 
warned that demand generally is severe in a room 
that is not well insulated, or that has east or west 
exposure, especially with a large window expanse. 

- Besides the differences in amperage, there are also 
differences in size. Room conditioners come in half 
and three-quarter ton size. Generally the half-ton 
size is used for small rooms, and the three-quarters 
for larger rooms or very warm areas. 

(Copyright 1956 by Sidney Margolius) 


Tips on Refreezing Foods 


© If the food has thawed at room temperatures 
(above 45 degrees) refreezing may leave it safe, but 
is likely to affect its quality. 

Refrozen vegetables may be tough. Fruits that 
have thawed and refrozen tend to get soft and mushy. 

Acid foods, that is, most fruits, are likely to fer- 
ment at temperatures above 45 degrees, The fer- 
mentation doesn’t make them unsafe to eat, but it will 
affect the taste. 

Low-acid foods, which include most vegetables, 
spoil rapidly after they have thawed and warmed up. 
It’s best not to attempt to refreeze them. 

® The danger of food poisoning from refreezing 
is present with protein foods. Don’t take chances 
with frozen poultry and fish. Even if they’ve thawed 
in the refrigerator, it’s safest to use them immediate- 
ly. In fact, it’s a wise practice not to try to keep 
frozen poultry or fish for more than a day or two 
unless you have a separate deep freezer unit. In a 
normal refrigerator, even in the ice tray compart- 
ment, some thawing is likely to take place. 

© With red meats, refreezing after thawing in the 
refrigerator will probably not raise any threat of 
food poisoning, but the quality is likely to be poor. 
The meat may be dried up in some places and mushy 
in others. If the meat has thawed at room tempera- 
tures, it’s best to use it a once. 

The basic fact to remember insofar as actual food 
poisoning is concerned is that spoilage bacteria 
develop at temperatures above 40 to 45 degrees. 
This means that any meats which have been left for 
very long at room temperatures may being to de- 
teriorate if they’re not cooked at once—not only 
frozen meats, but fresh meats as well. 

The same is true for cooked protein dishes such 
as custards, deviled eggs, or cfeam pies. To avoid 
any chance of trouble from such foods, it’s wise to 
keep them under refrigeration at all times. 


Pre-Paid Legal Care Union Aim 


_These organizations have been asked to assist in 
collecting necessary statistical material and informa- 
tion upon which costs may be estimated and to ce- 
operate in working out technical difficulties, such 
as restrictions in the legal code of ethics which might 
delay operation of the plan. 

Cooper said that the program is expected to be 
of the open-panel insurance type in which the union 
member would select his own attorney from the 
group of participating lawyers. Fees and court costs 
would then be borne by a trust fund jointly admin- 
istered by the union and employers. | 

Preliminary estimates, Cooper added, indicate that 


‘am employer contribution of 2 cents per hour worked 


by each of his employes would probably be sufficient 
to get the program underway. Both civil and crimi- 
nal matters would be covered. 

The 20,000-member union already provides medi- 
cal, hospital and surgical care, dental care, life in- 
surance and pensions through a similar welfare fund. 
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UNION BARBERS in Ohio will hold their second annual Barbers’ Day for Crippled Children dur- 


ing August, the proceeds going to help crippled youngsters throughout the state. Last year, members 
of Local 105, covering Akron and Cuyahoga Falls, and Local 357, Barberton, donated a day’s pay 
to the drive and bought these three wheel chairs for the crippled children’s classes at Akron’s Glover 
School. Displaying them for Sec.-Treas. E. M. Sanders of Local 105, who also is secretary of the 
Barbers’ Ohio organization, are, from left, Cathy Kershner, Bobby Heck and Dorothy Anderson. Em- 


ployers’ Guild No. 2, directed by Sec. James D. Bird, assisted in the drive. 
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|Soup to Nonsense: 


Child-Parent Battle of Wits 


By Jane Goodsell 


| pee a long time now I have been waiting for 
somebody to write a book for children on the 
care and feeding of parents. I can’t wait any longer, 

and I am ready to speak a few words on the subject 
myself. 

So stash away your bubblegum, kiddies, lay aside 
your plexiglas space 
helmets, and pay at- 
tention. I am-about 
to explain to you the 
strange behavior of 
your elders. 

Of course I am 
well aware that you 
know too much 
about us already. 
You were born with 
an uncanny insight 
into parent psychol- 
ogy. You know, 
with the sure touch 
of genius, the pre- 
cise moment to em- 
ploy the temper tantrum, the delaying action, the 
piteous sob and the sudden fever. 

It occurs to me, though, that you may wonder why 
we are sO easy to intimidate. Well, I will tell you. 

We are aware that most of us are bigger than most 
of you. We could probably lick you in hand-to-hand 
combat. But we are hampered in the struggle of 
youth against age by having consciences. It is like 
having our hands tied behind our backs. 


For Your Health’s Sake: 


You—you hard-boiled little characters—can use 
the direct tactics of guerilla warfare. Anything 
goes as long as it works. 


We, on the other hand, are bound by the soft soap 
of diplomacy. We have read the works of Drs. 
Spock and Gesell, and we worry about giving you 
complexes.. We are terrified of undermining your 
self-confidence, of hurting your feelings and warping 
your minds. 


We aren’t very sure of anything, but you speak 
with the voice of authority on all subjects. You 
state flatly that oatmeal stinks, that it isn’t going 
to rain and that you won’t catch cold if you don’t 
wear rubbers. 


You shouid know, too, my tots, that when your 
parents aren’t thinking about you they’re usually 
worrying about something else. They are bothered 
by feelings that people are talking about them or that 
they have written too many. checks or that they have 
forgotten to disconnect the iron. 

That’s why parents often don’t notice jet planes 
overhead. And why they sometimes forget to mail 
your letters enclosing the premium boxtops and 15 
cents. 

And that, my children, concludes our lesson for 
today. Except for one parting shot. 

Someday you will find yourselves gazing into the 
eyes of your own first-born, eyes that look back at 
you with a soft baby stare. 


You'll think those oye look innocent. 


Just you 
waitl 


Vacation ‘Athletes Warned 


By Dr. Morris Brand 


FTER hardly doing more all fall, winter and 

spring than tapping a picture hook into the wall 
or moving a trunk from room to room, you should 
not expect to become the hardened athlete in two 
weeks. 


Give your muscles including those in your heart 
a chance to adjust. 
Why abuse them in 
those first few days 
of a vacation. Build 
up your athletic 
prowess gradually 
over a few days. 
Your muscles will 
like you more for 

-this consideration. 
You will have fewer 
pains, aches or other 
reasons for incapaci- 
tation. You will then 
have a pleasant 
rather than a strained 
vacation. 

POISON IVY 

AND SUMAC. Avoid these plants if and when you 


can. One way is to learn what each looks like. If 
you know or suspect that you have come in contact 
with either plant, bathe with plenty of soap and warm 
water. Rinse and cleanse the exposed skin with rub- 
bing alcohol. If a rash appears use calamine lotion 
several times a day and keep any oozing discharge 
away from other parts of the body. If the rash 
spreads and blistering occurs, consult your physician. 


INSECT BITES. Insect repellents are helpful but 


just in case: Take along a small bottle of diluted am- 


monia water (1 to 20 parts of water) to apply to the 
bite. Calamine lotion can be helpful. 
because you may infect the area and then have more 


. than a bite to contend with. 


SUNBURN. Over-exposure and resulting burns 
are simply too much of a good thing. If a deep tan 
is your index of a well-spent vacation or health, ac- 
quire it gradually. It will be easier and pleasanter to 
you if you don’t burn your skin in your zeal to be 
brown by the time you get home. d 

- Have a pleasant vacation by making it so. 

Your pleasant vacation does not depend on your 
well-wishers but upon you, your common sense and 
the proper use of it. 
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Hollywood Observer: 


Top Movie Stunt Men 
Are Born, Not Made 


By Paul Patrick 


OLLYWOOD—The real movie stunt men practically never die 

nowadays. They seemingly just keep performing their feats - 

of daring, unsung and unhonored outside of the motion picture 
production industry ‘which could not exist without them. 


Most of the public think that these stunt men—and women— 
are fool-hardy freaks who'll do anything, take any chance for a fast 
buck. The reverse is true. So please don’t talk about these spe- 
cialists as “daredevils” or think of them as “CaaS — every 
time they do a job. 


Actually, these actors who provide physical thrills in many movies 
are scientists in a profession which beckons many but in which 
few are chosen and in which few can succeed, no matter what their 
background or potential qualifications. 

Recently, for some strange reason or other, there has been a 
noticeable increase in letters from persons in various athletic ac- 
tivities outside the industry who want to become stunt men. A . 
champion skater, a wrestler and a parachutist among others have 
written me, asking-how they can go about breaking into this line of 
work. : 

The letters are tough to answer, for you know they won’t be- 
lieve the truth, that stunt men for the most part are born, not 
made. That’s one reason there are less than 20 top stunt men in 
the business today. 

Undoubtedly there are scores or even hundreds of venturesome 
guys who, for a price, would be willing to try almost any stunt— 
like jumping a horse off a 75-foot cliff into a lake or crashing a 
plane into a tree. But the modern movie producers are not inter- - 
ested in recklessness for the sake of recklessness. This might have 
been otherwise in the pre-World War I days of Pearl White serials. 


Today, the studios prefer to hire an established, experienced stunt 
actor who, for a negotiated fee that runs quite high at times, will 
guarantee to perform a stipulated stunt without holding up pro- 
duction. 


As picture production costs average from $20,000 to $30,000 
a day, the fellow who has reduced risking his skin to a compara- 
tively safe science gets the job, in preference to an equally brave 
but inexperienced man. Every production hour wasted if a stunt 
goes awry is money lost forever. 


Sure there will be new, top stunt men in the years to come. 
They’re probably developing right now in the ranks.of the actors 
and the extra players. One of the toughest problems they face in 
breaking into real stunt work is to convince the people who do the 
hiring that they can do a particular stunt safely and successfully. 

A newcomer to Hollywood must be prepared, both financially 
and mentally, for a long siege of very little work before he can 
perhaps start to mount the ladder of success in the business of 
being a movie stunt man. 


kk * 


HAD intended before now to make some comments about 
“The Catered Affair” but other matters kept intruding. 
While this MGM movie is from a play by Paddy Chayefsky, it is 
no “Marty.” Having said that, 
f it should be added quickly that 


4 Some of my friends who were 
{born and brought up in New 
| York doubt that any Bronx Irish 
| family would consider taking the 
thousands of dollars saved up to 
get a new taxicab for the father 
and family provider and spend 
said thousands on the daughter’s 
, wedding. 
Well, anyway, what does it 
matter? It’s a clean, wholesome, 
enjoyable movie with tears ‘and 
3 smiles galore. And they get the 
taxicab in the end anyway. Wom- 


Debbie Reynolds turns in her 
best ‘acting performance in her 
career to date. Bette Davis is 
Bette Davis, an actor’s actress. Ernest Borgnine does not have 
as good a part as he had in “Marty” but does.well. Barry Fitz- 
gerald is his usual, lovable self, which is pretty good. 


DEBBIE REYNOLDS 
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Magazine Feature Section 


TRAMID gets under way at Camp Pendleton, near Virgimia Beach. 


ashore from 15 ships taking part in the operation. 


“INVASION” BEGINS for 950 midshipmen and 50 Royal Canadian Naval 


A BEACH-HEAD established, the first of 5,000 troops from the Navy and Marine Corps storm 


cadets as Operation 


F 


THEN COMES THE CHARGE, as officers and men advance toward their objective. A squadron 


of fighter aircraft and two underwater demolition detachments provide support. 


Skills Put on Display 


Norfolk, Va.—American Independence Day, celebrated by all 
the nation July 4, was made secure through military victories by 
the first continental army recruited in the United States. 

It’s a long way from the ragged and poorly equipped troops who 
served under Gen. Washington to the modern, skilled U.S. fighting 
forces of today. Nevertheless, the purpose of the military forces— 
to defend our nation and its liberties from all possible enemies—has 
remained the same for over a century. 


Practice Field Operations 

Today’s military operations require highly trained troops and 

officers. The U.S. Navy and. Marine Corps, cooperating with the 
Royal Canadian Navy, is providing some of the necessary training 
through practice field operations simulating actual wartime condi- 
tions. ’ 
Organized labor, which supplies the skilled workmen who make 
the complicated equipment needed by today’s fighting forces, as 
well as many members to fill the military ranks of both officers and 
troops, has a real interest in such training. 

Most recent of these “trial runs” was Operation TRAMID (Train- 
ing of Midshipmen), conducted by the Amphibious: Training Com- 
mand at the U.S. Amphibious Base at, Little Creek near here. Tak- 
ing part were 950 midshipmen from the class of 1958 at Annapolis 
and 50 Royal Canadian Naval cadets, backed up by 5,000 experi- 
enced men of the Navy and Marine Corps. 

Climaxing two weeks of training, the future naval officers par- 
ticipated in an amphibious assault landing at Camp Pendleton in 


division took part. 

The objective was to “secure a beach-head” as a pivot point for 
the further mobilization of men and materials. Although under 
normal assault conditions such an operation may take many days 
and even weeks, the TRAMID assault “restricted enemy resistance” 
to one day because of time limitations. ~ 


Taste of the ‘Real Thing’ 


Nevertheless, the operation was a realistic rehearsal. First F-84-F 
Thunderstreaks from the 405th fighter-bomber wing at Langley Air 


'| Force Base and Navy attack planes made a series of air strikes to 


“neutralize the aggressors.” This softening-up process was followed 


:| by the strafing of an area into which an airborne combat team of 


paratroopers was dropped. 

C-119 troop carrier planes from Pope Air Force Base, N. C., 
followed, dropping light artillery and vehicles to supply the detach- 
ment. Simultaneously, underwater demolition experts (frogmen) 
were dropped into the surf off the beach by a high speed motor boat. 


;| Their mission was to clear any natural or man-made obstacles in 


the near-shore waters. . 

Then, as the first assault wave of armored landing vehicles hit 
the beach aerial strafing moved from the beach inland. Six other 
waves of assault troops -followed on personnel landing crafts, and 
groups of marines were flown into the assault area by helicopters. 

Throughout the operation controlled demolitions, simulating ob- 
stacle clearance blasts, naval gunfire, air bombing and strafing, gave 
the middies and their Canadian counterparts a taste of fireworks 
just | like “the real thing.” 


THIS IS THE END of an “enemy” bunker as TRAMID flame- 
throwers reach their objective and start the fireworks. 


“UNION MAID” 


ALICE, LETS GET 
UP A SWIMMING 


—A Serial Story 


WONDERFUL, GUS -- 
THAT WILL GIVE ME 
A CHANCE TO SHOW 
OFF MY NEW SWIM | 


SUIT! WAIT--- "LL 


= SSAA 


WHAT DO YOU 
THINK OF IT, GUS 


—By Bill Perkins 
GOSH, ALICE -- YOU'LL 
SHOW A LOT OF THE 

UNION MAID--- BUT 
CAN'T YOU SEE THAT 
SUIT IS TOO SKIMPY TO 
SHOW A UNION LABEL ? 


~~ >see 


which 19 ships and 85 aircraft from the Army’s 82nd airborne 
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DEFENSE SEC. CHARLES E. WILSON has a curious skill in 
combining arrogance and heartlessness that personifies much of the 
worst in the Eisenhower Administration. qi 

Contrast him with Treasury Sec. George M. Humphrey, for 
example, and the difference is startling. 

Humphrey is a successful businessman, a decisive man, but he 
knows enough not to irritate powerful senators needlessly. He is a 
“hard money” man, to a degree, but he learned something from 
the recession of 1953-54, and he is not happy about the most 
recent “hard money” moves of the Federal Reserve Board. 

Wilson never learns anything about anything as a public official. 

He arrogantly tried to take his office while hanging on to his 
General Motors stock, even though no senator in his right mind 
would tolerate a heavy stock interest in a big defense corporation 
by the man who can be chief procurement officer, if he desires, for 
the Defense Dept. 

A man who once was poor, Wilson has so long scene any- 
thing except being rich that he can ruthlessly order young mili- 
tary officers to buy hundreds of dollars worth of civilian clothes 
to meet a sudden decision that “Washington” looks too “military.” 

The White House staff overruled him on this, and the White 
House staff hastily compelled a retraction and half-denial of his 
almost simultaneous charge that a Senate committee vote for more 
air power was “phony.” 

Wilson has consistently acted in cnaracter. His lack of sympathy 
for the possible human problems of young officers ordered to buy 
civilian clothes is a natural sequel to his “kennel dog” metaphor 
for jobless automobile workers. 

His “phony” label on the Senate committee airpower vote. fol- 
lows logically from his 1953 effort to hold on to his GM stock in 
defiance of law. 
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THE ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH has put together a list of 
the various Eisenhower officials who have departed in an atmos- 
phere of scandal or failure—with fulsome praise from their boss. 

There was Harold E. Talbott, onetime Air Force chief who used 
his office to promote his private business affairs, and “resigned” to 
the tune of official awards and White House compliments on his 
“diligence” and “fine accomplishments.” 

There was Sec. Oveta Culp Hobby, the Houston girl who said 
that “nobody” could have “anticipated” the frantic rush of parents 
for Salk polio vaccine—and was given the bum’s rush, with a com- 
ment from Eisenhower, “Oveta, this is a sad day.” 

There was Edmund F. Mansure, a mess-cleaner-upper who de- 
parted under suspicion of something funny in-a government insur- 
ance deal and thanks from the President for “savings” and ‘ 
provements.” 3 

The most recent case is that of Robert B. McLeaish, Farmers 
Home Administrator, who quit to the tune of testimony before con- 
gressional investigators involving inordinate drinking and some 
rather gay office parties. 

The exploitation of private, personal failings of officials for 
political reasons is repugnant. Still, was it necessary for McLeaish 
to get a presidential letter—even though signed with a writing 
machine—praising his “valuable assistance” to the Great Crusade? 
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ON JUNE 13 HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER Joseph Martin 
(Mass.) said that “all four” GOP members of the Rules Committee 
were ready to vote to report the bipartisan “omnibus” civil rights 
bill. He “challenged” Democrats to produce just two votes to 
get a majority. 

This was a curious misstatement, even in a political year, of 
the facts. At least four of the eight Democratic members all 
along have favored the bill, just as they favored the Kelley aid to 
schools bill. It was the solid opposition of the four GOP mem- 
bers that allowed Chairman Howard Smith (D-Va.) to keep them 
bottied up. 

Martin’s announcement meant that the House gets to vote on 
both schools and civil rights. But the Republicans delayed so long 
that the bills have to go to the floor, and face the challenge of the 
Senate, very late in the session. 
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AGRICULTURE SEC. EZRA TAFT BENSON, by actual 
count, recently has managed to make four successive public speech- 
es on farm problems without blaming all the troubles of farmers 
on “round after round of soft wage settlements” for industrial 
workers. 

It was a little ridiculous for Benson to keep attacking industrial 
wages while Labor Sec. James P. Mitchell kept taking credit for 
high wages for the Eisenhower Administration. 
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“He’s a product of a university experimental laboratory.” 


Vandercook Says: 


Wilson Up to Old 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of John W. Vandercook, ABC com- 
mentator, sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen 
to Vandercook over the ABC network Monday 
through Friday at 10 p. m., EDT.) 


EFENSE Sec. Wilson was up to his old tricks 
again—of failing to win generals or to influence 
congressmen. 


After hearing the private testimony of top military 
leaders, the Senate Appropriations Committee voted 
to increase the sums asked for national defense by 
$836 million. Most of 
that money would be spent 
to strengthen the U.S. 
Strategic Air Force, whose 
boss, Gen. LeMay, told 
the senators that soon the 
Soviet air corps would be 
*way ahead of us in heavy 
bombers. 

What does Charlie Wil- 
son think (if that’s the 
word for it)? Well, sir, 
he says “That’s phony!” 
Wilson, who has travelled 
as a passenger in lots of airplanes, insists that our 
B-52 bomber is greatly superior in altitude and 
range to its Soviet equivalent. 


As to—then— maybe having more of them? 
Money-man Wilson mutters: “The people of our 
country want to make sure we have a.strong defense. 
But when it comes to paying off (in taxes), they 
take a different slant. I'd like to see the same people 
stand up and be counted.” — . 

Speaking, perhaps, as a taxpayer himself, the 
secretary of defense says: “At the moment, I don’t 
think I need” those additional funds. 


Vandercook 


Morgan Says: 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of Edward P. Morgan, ABC com- 
mentator, sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to 
Morgan over the ABC network Monday through 
Friday at 7 p. m., EDT.) 


OMETIMES I wonder about the efficacy of 

higher education. No sooner does Harry S. 
Truman receive an honorary degree from Oxford 
University than he refuses to kiss babies. 

The ex-president says it isn’t sanitary—for the 
babies, ‘that is. No practicing politician will be 
fooled by that thinly-dis- 
guised diplomatic after- 
thought. 

The plain truth is that 
babies are messy; they are 
inclined to have bubbles 
or pablum festooning their 
chins, and candidates, no 
matter how hard pressed, 
are inclined to shy away 
from them if possible, par- 
ticularly since they can’t 
vote. 

There will be those, un- 


Morgan 


doubtedly, who will interpret this action as a final 
decision by the Democratic Party’s elder statesman 


As We See It: 


FEDERAL Hells Canyon high dam on the 
Snake River in Oregon would benefit the econ- 
omy of the entire United States, Sen. Wayne Morse 


(D-Ore.) asserted on the AFL-CIO program, As We 
See It, heard over the American Broadcasting Co. 
radio network. 

“Businessmen and workers all over the country 
have a stake in the kind of economic expansion . 
that a high dam at Hells Canyon will make pos- 
sible,” Morse said. “It means a larger market for 
the products business produces and sells, and it 
means more jobs not only in the Northwest but 
throughout the nation.” 


“The high dam would, as a result, mean new pri- 
vate enterprise in the Pacific Northwest,” said Morse. 
“That means new taxable property. It means pro- 


duction of vital defense supplies, such as titanium. 


Tricks—Goofs 


ILSON’S arrogant crack that senators who want 
to provide those planes are “phonies” is going 
to echo for some time. 

Senators of both parties are fit to be tied, or, still 
better, to have Charles Wilson tied. Critics include 
everyone from Styles Bridges’ “an unwarranted slur” 
and Ellender of Louisiana’s “The Secretary has a 
habit of antagonizing people’—to Sen. Symington 
who says flatly: “The usefulness of this Cabinet 
member has come to an end.” 

Not a single senatorial voice was raised in the 
defense of the defense secretary. A senator who 
recalls that Wilson’s own colleague Air Sec. Quarles, 
asked for a much larger additional sum, for the 
Strategic Air Force than the Senate is thinking of 
anteing up asks if Quarles, too, is “phony.” 


xk k 


ILSON, whose favorite weapon clearly must be 

the blunderbuss, isn’t through yet. The bor- 
rowed genius from GM has now ordered (and was 
later reversed by the President) that all officers of 
all the services in Washington who have office jobs— 
about 10,000 of them—must henceforth wear civilian 
clothes. “We don’t think,” says the adherent of the 
policy that offensiveness is good defense, “that at 
the seat of government it is good to have so many 
people putting on a military act.” Many Pentagon 
toilers moan that they’ve bled their purses white 
buying uniforms and just haven’t got any appropriate 
civilian clothes. 

To round out his day, Wilson also hints that he 
intends further cuts in Army manpower—on the 
theory that depleting the strength of all existing 
divisions actually strengthens them. A process which 
could go on until we had no Army at all and could 
then, of course, lick anyone. 


Baby-Ki issing Is Out-What Next ? 


to remain just that and not return to the arena of 
active politics. 

I submit it could mean exactly the opposite. This 
irrepressible bantam rooster of a man from Inde- 
pendence, Mo., may well find himself leading a long 
overdue revolt against silliness in the hustings. 


If baby-kissing is out, what remains sacred? The 
initiation of a candidate into an Indian tribe may be 
the next to go. And what is to shore up the tradi- 
ion of compulsory participation in the folk-dancing 
and over-seasoned potato salad of the political picnic? 
What too, I ask, becomes of the miscellaneous head- 
gear, lodge costumes, home-made pickles, hand- 
initialed doilies and onyx ink wells that are foisted 
on an aspirant for office as he wearily makes his 
rounds? 


This could create a fresh problem of surpluses for 
the administration. And, unless Sen. Kefauver man- 
ages to step into the breach quickly enough, even 
the muscle-binding art of the perpetual political 
handshake could be washed away in the rising tide of 
revolt against practices the politicians never wanted 
to pursue in the first place. ~ 


x 


Hells Canyon High Dam Is Vital 


“Let me say to the farmers throughout the coun- 
try that you have a real and substantial interest in 
Hells Canyon dam. With Hells Canyon’s low-cost 
power, a whole new phosphate fertilizer industry 
. - » will be opened up in Idaho. That phosphate 
rock is low-grade ore and cannot be processed ex- 
cept with large amounts of low-cost power such as — 
produced by-the federal high dam. That fertilizer 
will be available at savings of $10 to $20 a ton to 
farmers in the West and Midwest.” 


Morse declared that “the Hells Canyon gorge is 
the greatest and most economic dam site remaining 
in the United States.” It is imperative, he said, that 
it be “developed by the high dam in the national in- 
terest, and not be given away for private, piecemeal 
development by a private utility monopoly.” 
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CANADIAN DELEGATE Huguette Plamondon, a vice president 


of the new Canadian Labor Congress, discusses developments at 
the Packinghouse Workers’ convention with UPWA Pres. Ralph 
Helstein and UPWA Vice Pres. Russell R. Lasley. Miss Plamon- 
don, who brought fraternal greetings from the CLC, is a UPWA 


field representative. 


Packinghouse Workers 
Vote for 30-Hour Week 


Cincinnati—An overall economic program highlighted by a sub- 
stantial wage increase and a 30-hour week was approved by the 


Packinghouse Workers as they 


concluded their history-making 


TWU Praises 
Racket Ban 
Of AFL-CIO 


New York—The Intl. Executive 
Council of the Transport Workers, 
meeting here, wholeheartedly com- 
mended the AFL-CIO Executive 
Council for adopting its “realistic 
program” to banish racketeering 
from the labor movement. 

The TWU resolution specifically 
commended the establishment of 
the “necessary machinery” for the 
effectuation and enforcement of the 
principle of a labor movement clean 
of dishonesty, exploitation and 
racketeering. 


Support COPE 

_ In another resolution, the TWU 
council strongly urged members to 
give full and complete support to 
the fund-raising campaign of the 
AFL-CIO Committee on Political 
Education, and called upon its lo- 
cals to assist COPE in publicizing 
the legislative records of candidates 
for elective office. 

The council also condemned the 
White Citizens’ Councils being or- 
ganized to block desegregation of 
schools in the South, charging them 
with “spreading their racist poisons 
through an alarmingly large num- 
ber of our states.” 

“Their end is to crush not only 
the organizations of the Negro peo- 
ple,” the resolution said, “but to 
wipe out all groups, and particu- 
larly the trade unions in the South, 
which are fighting for justice and 
equality for all minorities.” 


Back Lehman Bill 

The council renewed its support 
of the bill introduced in Congress 
by Sen. Herbert H. Lehman (D- 
N. Y.) permitting the New York 
\ State Power Authority to construct 
\ and operate power plants at Niag- 
ara Falls. 

Meantime, the executive board 
of the New York State Industrial 
Union Council, meeting in Sara- 
toga Springs, voted unanimously 
to urge the New York City Transit 
Authority to grant the TWU the 
union shop. 

If the TWU had had the union 
shop, the board pointed out, the 
“reckless” work stoppage inspired 
by “a small irresponsible, power- 
mad group” of subway motormen 
on June 14, would not have taken 
place. 


“convention here. 


Earlier, the delegates had en- 
dorsed the terms of a merger with 
the Meat Cutters into the largest 
food union in the world; with 450,- 
000 members. The Meat Cutters’ 
convention had acted favorably the 
convention here, 


The economic program, on 
which bargaining demands will be 
based, also included improved pen- 
sions and a form of guaranteed 
wage. 

A strong anti-discrimination pro- 
gram was adopted which included 
a comprehensive resolution op- 
posing segregation and pledging 
support for the $2 million civil 
rights fund proposed by Pres. A. 
Philip Randolph of the Sleeping 
Car Porters, an AFL-CIO vice 
president. 

Sec.-Treas. Emil Mazy of the 
Auto Workers, in a convention 
speech, asserted recent develop- 
ments in Soviet Russia demonstrate 
that without civil liberties and free- 
dom, there can be no real progress 
in human welfare. 

Pres. Ralph Helstein concluded 
the convention with a prediction 
that the new union to be created 
by the merger will “bring home the 
bacon” in coming contract negotia- 
tions. i 


R. I. Governor Pays 
Honor to Carpenters 


Providence, R. I. — Gov. 
Dennis J. Roberts (D.) of 
Rhode Island has officially 
proclaimed 1956 as Diamond 
Jubilee Year of the Carpen- 
ters & Joiners, who are cele- 
brating their 75th anniver- 
sary. 

“This brotherhood has 
been a vital and progressive 
part of the labor movement 
in these United States, as 
well as in Canada and Mex- 
ico,” said his proclamation, 
“in the endeavor to make life 
happier and better for those 
who work for a living. 

“Through ever-changing 
times, wars, booms and dep- 
ressions, by the improve- 
ments of materials and the 
advancement in tools, the 
brotherhood has always 
adapted itself and kept pace 
with economic conditions, 
serving both its members and 
the nation faithfully and 
well.” 


New YorkIUC 
Lists ‘Musts’ - 
For Merger 


Saratoga Springs, N. Y.— The 
executive board of the New York 
State Industrial Union Council has 
spelled out six conditions for mer- 
ger with the State Federation of 
Labor. 

The council’s 12-member unity 
committee that will meet with offi- 
icers of the federation in New York 
City on July 17 and 18 was in- 
structed to work out merger details 
which will provide for: 

1—Representation for the for- 
mer CIO on all levels of the merged 
organization. 

2—A full-time legislative depart- 
ment to operate on a, state and na- 
tional basis. 

3—A year-round committee on 
political education to educate mem- 
bers and the community on polit- 
ical matters. 

4—A public relations depart- 
ment to convey labor’s message to 
all citizens of the state. 

5—A research department to 
provide facts and figures for labor 
in dealing with public questions 
and legislation. 

6—A community services and 
civil rights department to carry on 
labor’s program for improved so- 
cial conditions and greater democ- 
racy. 

Officials of the industrial union 
council indicated that they favored 
merger into a new organization 
that would unite approximately 1 
million members of the former 
CIO with the 1.5 million former 
AFL members in the state. 

“We want a merger that will be 
lasting and that will contribute to 
the welfare of the state as a whole 
—not just to the welfare of the 
AFL or the CIO,” State Council 
Pres. Louis Hollander explained. 

Hollander said he was “confi- 
dent” that the leadership of the 
state federation would consider the 
“problems” and come to an under- 
standing with the council concern- 
ing them. 


Teachers Fed 
Local 189 
Elects Segal 


New York—Results of the an- 
nual mail balloting for officers have 
been announced by Local 189, the 
“nationwide local” of the Teachers 
Federation. 

Ben Segal, workers education 
specialist and trade union consult- 
ant for the Fund for the Republic, 
was named president. 

Others elected were: Thomas J. 
Cosgrove, assistant education direc- 
tor of the Textile Workers, vice 
president; Jack Sessions, acting di- 
rector of the Ladies Garment 
Workers union training institute, 
secretary; Mrs. Dorothy Kuhn Oko, 
New York Public Library trade 


Elected as members of the exec- 
utive board were: Research Dir. 
Jack Barbash of the AFL-CIO In- 
dustrial Union Dept., Education 
Dir. Joe Glazer of the Rubber 
Workers, Assistant AFL-CIO Edu- 
cation Dir. George Guernsey and 
Education Dir. Mark Starr of the 
ILGWU. . 

Local 189 has been a merged 
local since its formation in 1922. 
Its membership consists of workers 
education people from former AFL 
and CIO unions, the rail brother- 
hoods, unaffiliated unions and uni- 
versity personnel in the workers 
education field. 


Arroyo Appointed 
CUNA Representative 
Madison, Wis.—The Credit Un- 
ion National Association has an- 
nounced the appointment of Jose 
Arroyo, Puerto Rican credit union 


_|and cooperative leader, as its first 


Latin American countries. 


union services program, treasurer. | ’ 


New York Labor Moves 


Close to Unification 
New York—The merger of New York State’s separate labor 


bodies was advanced and complete unification of AFL and CIO 
forces became more of a reality at the convention of the State Fed- 


eration of Labor here. 


No formal decision of the convention was required to set the - 


merger process in motion inasmuch 
as unity committees of the AFL 
and CIO state bodies had been ap- 
pointed prior to the convention 
and were already in process of ar- 
ranging the details for the unifica- 
tion. 

The unity conferences will con- 
tinue with a report expected at 
convention of the State CIO in 
Albany in August. 

Merger Works Well 

Sentiment for formal unification 
was strengthened by the keynote 
address delivered by Thomas A. 
Murray, president of the federa- 
tion, who hailed the merger of 
“the two houses of labor” on a 
national level, and expressed con- 
fidence “that before many months 
have passed, the framework for 
the merging of the (state) federa- 
tion with the state CIO will have 
been completed.” 

AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William 
F. Schnitzler was vigorously ap- 
plauded when he expressed a 
similar sentiment and stated that 
“with the experience of six 
months of merger at the national 
level, I say without equivocation 
and with complete moral cer- 
tainty that merger works and 
works well.” 

Schnitzler, who addressed the 
convention in his own behalf and 
brought the personal regards of 
Pres. George Meany, also stressed 
the point that labor was both will- 
ing and able to clean unsavory 
elements from its ranks. 

“We shall be unrelenting,” he 
said, “in our campaign to wipe the 
cancerous blot of racketeering off 
the face of the trade union move- 
ment. The American trade union 
movement is clean and honorable. 
But that less than one percent— 
those racketeers that prey on our 


movement—must and will be re- 


moved.” 

The convention, the 93rd in the 
history of New York’s labor body, 
also adopted a resolution extending 
“approval and support of the suc- 
cessful merger and reunification of 
the labor movement in the AFL- 
CIO.” 


Urges Political Action 

Harold C. Hanover, secretary- 
reasurer of the state federation, 
urged more potent political action 
by labor at the state and local 
level. An address by James L. 
McDevitt ofthe AFL-CIO Com- 
mittee on Political Education was 
warmly greeted by the delegates. 

Sec. of Labor James P. Mitchell 
repeated an assertion he had made 


>. 
» alk 


at previous labor gatherings that 
Democratic committee chairmen 
in Congress had impeded Taft- 
Hartley amendments and _ social 
welfare legislation and that the 
Eisenhower Administration was 
thus not entirely to blame for the 
delays in legislation desired by 
labor. © 
Gov. Averell Harriman in- 
sisted that “no compromise can 
be made with reaction.” The 
welfare of the American people 
has been set back, he said, by 
the inaction and breech of faith 
of the present administration in 
Washington and the country 
must return to the dynamic pro- 
gressive policies set in motion 
by the administrations of Roose- 
velt and Truman. 

Others who addressed the con- 
vention included Isador Lubin, 
New York State Industrial Com- 
missioner; Harry Uviller, chair- 
man of the State Board of Media- 
tion, and Martin Lacey, president, 
and James Quinn, secretary, of the 
city central body. 

Resolutions adopted by the con- 
vention called for the institution of 
a campaign for the 30-hour week 
in industry, for the 40-hour week 
and overtime pay for government 
employes, for raising the minimum 
wage to $1.25 an hour, for an ex- 
tension of rent control and for 
amendments to the Taft-Hartley 
Act to outlaw so-called state “right- 
to-work” laws which prohibit the 
union shop. 

Murray and Hanover were unan- 
imously re-elected to their posts of 
president and secretary-treasurer, as 
were all the other officers and exec- 
utive board members. 


FDA Violations 
Land 2 in Jail 


Jail sentences were imposed on 
the defendants in two of 23 crim- 
inal cases terminated in May for 
violations of the Food and Drug 
Act, according to the monthly re- 
port of the Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration. 


A seller of so-called health foods ; 


was given a year and a day in 
prison for failure to label his prod- 
ucts with directions for use. In a 
case involving criminal contempt 
growing out of violation of an in- 


junction prohibiting interstate traffic ~ 


in a device sold with accompanying 
literature which made false and 
misleading curative claims, a manu- 
facturer was given two years in 
prison and a distributor a year and 
a day. : 


THE FIRST AFL-CIO CENTRAL BODY in up-state N 


a 
ew York, 


the newly established Genesee County Labor Council at Batavia, is 
presented its charter by AFL-CIO Rep. Joseph J. Lovas (second from 
left). At the ceremony, in usual order, are Batavia Mayor Herman 
Gabriel, Lovas, Vice Pres. Al Scinta, Pres. Joseph W. Ross and Sec.- 
Treas. John Scopano. Officers of the GCLC were installed June 12. 
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Labor Wins Clear-Cut 
Victory in Roads Bill 


The House and Senate approved the compromise $32.9 billion 
highway construction bill and sent it to the White House. 

Pres. Eisenhower is expected to sign the bill despite refusal of 
Congress to accept his bond-financing proposal of last year, de- 
nounced as offering “billions.to bankers.” 


Labor won a clear-cut yictory® 


when the House-Senate conference 
committee knocked out a “rider” 
to a Davis-Bacon section requiring 
contractors to pay “prevailing 
wages” on the 41,000-mile “inter- 
state” road system. 


Labor Dept. Authorized 

As passed the bill authorizes the 
Labor Dept. to determine prevail- 
ing wages area by area. The 
“rider” that was killed—an amend- 
ment sponsored by Sen. J. William 
Fulbright (D-Ark.)—would have 
provided court review of the de- 
partment'’s findings. 

Labor Sec. James P. Mitchell 
said that judicial review of wage 
determinations would be “adminis- 
tratively impossible” in relation to 
a road-building program. 

The “interstate” superhighway 
system will be paid for to the ex- 
tent of 90 percent with federal 
funds. 

The bill provides pay-as-you- 
ride financing through new taxes 
expected to yield $14.8 billion in 
16 years to pay for the highways 
projected to be completed in 13 
years. 

New Taxes Levied 

The new taxes lift the present 
federal levy on gasoline and diesel 
fuel from 2 to 3 cents a gallon and 
the tax on tires from 5 cents to 8 
cents per pound. 

The manufacturers’ excise tax on 
truck and trailer sales is lifted from 
8 to 10 percent, and an annual tax 
on trucks weighing more than 13 
tons was established at the rate of 
$1.50 per 1,000 pounds. 

The compromise bill passed the 
House unanimously by voice vote. 
On a Senate roll call it was ap- 
proved 89 to 1, with only Sen. Rus- 
sell B. Long (D-La.) opposed. 


House Group 
Okays Easing 
Farm Credit 


Running directly contrary to the 
Administration’s “tight money” 
policies for other sectors of the 
economy, the House Agriculture 
Committee approved a bill pro- 
viding for sweeping liberalization 
of government programs for mak- 
ing direct loans and insuring pri- 
vate loans to farmers. 


The measure would extend from 
June 30, 1957 to June 30, 1959 the 
authority for the emergency farm 
loan program and at the same time 
would: 


1—Increase the maximum initial | § 


loan made or insured by the Farm- 
ers Home Administration for oper- 


ating purposes from $7,000 to 


$9,000. 


2—Increase the maximum allow- 
able direct or insured loan indebt- 
edness from $10,000.to $15,000. 


3—Authorize the FHA to help |: 


refinance the existing indebtedness 
of small farmers if they cannot 
meet the terms of their present 
loans and are unable to refinance 
these loans on reasonable terms. 


4—Permit the Secretary of Agri- |) 


culture to extend the repayment 
period on direct or insured operat- 
ing loans in disaster areas by the 
number of years the area has been 
classified as a disaster zone. 

In helping to refinance small 
farmers, the FHA would be au- 
thorized to make direct loans to 
carry out this refinancing and to 
accept second mortgages as secu- 
rity for the loan. 


Meany Urges 
f 

Hearings On 

Safety Laws 

Expressing an “extremely criti- 
cal” view of the lack of action by 
the federal government in afford- 
ing protection to workers on the 
job, AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
wrote the chairmen of the House 
and Senate Labor Committees re- 
questing hearings “at the earliest 
possible date” on pending safety 
legislation. 

In identical letters to Sen. Lister 
Hill (D-Ala.) and Rep. Graham 
Barden (D-S. C.), Meany pointed 
out that legislation bearing on “two 
highly important phases of occu- 
pational safety” is now before their 
committees. 


One group of the pending bills 
would provide a program of fed- 
eral grants-in-aid to the states, to 
be used on a matching basis to 
strengthen state safety programs. 
The other bills deal with safety in 
mines, other than coal mines, and in 
stone quarries. 

“As you will recall,” Meany 
wrote, “the long series of disastrous 
accidents in coal mines finally re- 
sulted, several years ago, in placing 
the enforcement of mine safety in 
the Bureau of Mines, U.S. Dept. 
of Interior. The lack of enforce- 
ment in mines other than coal 
mines and in stone quarries leaves 
open the same indifferent situation 
that formerly prevailed in the coal 
mines. 

“In brief, the legislation we are 
asking would accord the many 
workers in these neglected mines 
and quarries the same status as the 
coal miners.” 

Meany transmitted with his let- 
ter a copy of a statement presented 
to the AFL-CIO Executive Com- 
mittee by Vice Pres. Richard F. 
Walsh, who is chairman of the 
AFL-CIO Committee on Safety 


and Occupationa] Health. 


tive for Canada. 


Engineers Hit 
New Policy of 


Recruitment 


-Boston, Mass.—Problems posed 
by “raids on college campuses,” 
automation, and apprenticeship 
standards highlighted the agenda of 
the 32nd biennial convention of 
the American Federation of Tech- 
nical Engineers here. 

The organized white collar engi- 
neers are growing increasingly con- 
cerned by the methods of many 
engineering firms in recruiting new 
engineering college graduates. 

Raiding Campuses 

Hugh Thompson, regional direc- 
tor of the AFL-CIO, reminded dele- 
gates to the convention, “repre- 
sentatives of many companies are 
pitching their tents on college cam- 
puses” and making fabulous prom- 
ises to glean new engineers. Thomp- 
son warned that unless AFTE edu- 
cates these engineering students to 
the advantages of unionism, the 
new graduates will “hold back your 
wages and working conditions.” 

Automation figured in an address 
by Harold W. Jinnerich, a member 
of the field operations division of 
the National Bureau of Apprentice- 
ship, who pointed out to the more 
than 80 delegates from 37 local un- 
ions that increased dependence of 
industry on automatic machinery 
was producing more specialized 
technicians with little broad knowl- 
edge in engineering. He urged the 
inclusion of apprenticeship training 
clauses in local union contracts. 

He praised the work of the Na- 
tional Apprenticeship Committee of 
AFTE and its part in producing a 
code of national standards for 
draftsmen. 


Stephens Reports 

Convention delegates heard a re- 
port of two years of progress from 
AFTE Pres. Russell M. Stephens, 
in which he called attention to re- 
cent organizing work in Canada. 

“This is our first convention that 
could justifiably be called interna- 
tional,” he said. ‘We have with us 
for the first time representation 
from that great nation to the north, 
the Dominion of Canada.” 

Turning to other fields, he re- 
ported: “The members of our or- 
ganization have made terrific prog- 
ress in their economic betterment 
during the last two years. Economic 
packages, equal to .a full week’s 
salary of the early Thirties, have 
been negotiated by many of our 
local unions.” 


PART OF THE 10-WOMAN UNITY committee from the AFL 


and CIO auxiliaries who met in 
a merger. 


Washington to work out terms of 


Left to right: AFL Aux. Sec.-Treas. Mary Poag, CIO 


Aux. Pres. Lillian Sherwood; CIO Sec.-Treas. Minnie Zoller and 


AFL Aux. Pres. Anna Kelsey. 


Machinery for Merger 
Of Auxiliaries Set Up 


A unity committee composed 


of five members from the AFL 


Women’s Auxiliaries and five from the National CIO Auxiliaries 
is meeting in Washington to work out terms of a merger of the 


two organizations. a 


The women were selected to 
serve on the committee at the last 
national conventions of the two 
organizations. 

The 10-member group is draft- 
ing a proposed agreement and set 
of by-laws acceptable to both 
groups. They were confident that 
they would be able to iron out dif- 
ferences of opinion on methods of 
procedure arising out of their re- 
spective backgrounds and histories. 

Corffer With Schnitzler 

They conferred with AFL-CIO 
Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitzler, 
COPE Co-Directors James L. Mc- 
Devitt and Jack Kroll, and other 
Officials at AFL-CIO headquarters 
who assisted the women by explain- 
ing AFL-CIO policy and telling 
how the merged auxiliaries could 
function under it. 

The committee agreed that the 
executive officers of the merged 
group, to be elected at the regular 
conventions, would initially give 
the offices of president and secre- 
tary-treasurer to the AFL group 
and that the executive vice-presi- 


THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL of the American Federation of Technical Engineers huddles during 
its 32nd biennial convention in Boston. Mulling over a full agenda of discussions on problems of 
the white collar engineers are, seated, from left, George H. Bechtel, second vice president; Henry 
W. Nelson, third vice president; J. Lawrence Raimist, first vice president; AFTE Pres. Russell Ste- 
phens, and Mrs. Evelyn Wardwell, secretary to Stephens. 
Weissman, international representative from Southern California; Edward J. Coughlin, assistant to the 
general president; Walter L. Holt, fourth vice president, and Melrose S. Kerr, international representa- 


Standing, from left, are Harold H. 


dent and a director of organization 
would come from the CIO. 


Submit Proposals 

After approval by the AFL-CIO 
Executive Council, the proposals 
submitted by the committee will be 
presented to the next conventions 
of both organization, and then to 
a merger convention. 

Committee members represent- 
ing the AFL Auxiliaries are Pres. 
Anna Kelsey, Salt Lake City, Utah; 
Sec.-Treas. Mary Poag, Nashville, 
Tenn.; First Vice-Pres. Mona Eld- 
er, Seattle, Wash.; Sixth Vice-Pres. 
Dola Carson, Waco, Tex., and Vir- 
ginia Tindall, St. Joseph, Mo. 

Those for the CIO Auxiliaries 
are Pres. Lillian Sherwood, Grand 
Rapids, Mich.; Sec.-Treas. Minnie 
Zoller, Beaumont, Tex.; Mary 
Cass, Brighton, Mass.; Catherine 
Gelles, Detroit, Mich.; and Mary 
Lena House, Akron, Ohio. 


Iowa Merger 
Is Sealed at 
Joint Meeting 


(Continued from Page 1) 
proceedings. However, this was 
defeated in a secret ballot of AFL 
delegates by a vote of 368 to 183. 

As the convention business got 
under way, following the adoption 
of the merger agreement, heavy 
emphasis was laid on political edu- 
cation. Mills told the convention 


|| that one of the primary goals of the 
i|new federation is the defeat of 


Iowa’s “right-to-work” bill. 

Besides Mills, officers of the new 
federation are: Earl J. Baum, Grain 
Millers, secretary-treasurer; Edris 
Owens, Auto Workers, executive 
vice president; Wilton Seymour, 
Plumers, vice president at large; 
Vernon Dale, Clothing Workers, 
vice president at large; and Vice 
Presidents Roy Twedell, Teamsters; 
Lester Eichorn, Auto Workers; 
Russell Bull, Packinghouse Work- 
ers; Henry Carter, Machinists; John 
Grogan, Machinists; James Arm- 
strong, Communication Workers; 
David Hart, Packinghouse -Work- 
ers; Ben Jeffries, Municipal Work- 
ers; Don Lewis, Laborers. 
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ICFTU Board to Study 


Russia’s Labor ‘Front’ 


Brussels—The_ executive board of the Intl. Confederation of 
Free Trade Unions opens its 17th session here July 2 ready for 
its semi-annual look-see at the state of the international trade union 


movement. 


The board, speaking for the 104 organizations from 74 countries 


represented in the ICFTU, will deal® 


with the particular pressures of the 
Soviet world for a new “united 
front” with Communist and satel- 
lite labor organizations. 

These pressures have mounted 

since Nikita Khruschev told the 
Soviet Party Congress what most 
people in the free world had known 
for decades—that Stalin. was evil 
personified. 
+ Free labor spokesmen feel, how- 
ever, that Khruschev’s “revelations” 
omitted Khruschev’s own respon- 
sibility, along with the “collective 
leadership” group around for the 
inhumanity of the Stalin regime. 

ICFTU Pres. Omer Becu and 
Gen. Sec. J. H. Oldenbroek have 
both made it clear that between 
free labor and state “company” 
unions there can be no compromise 
or unity. 

Of particular interest to free la- 
bor will be the proposal for the 
holding of an African regional con- 
ference with the aim of setting up 
in the near future an African Re- 
gional Organization to spur trade 
union organization on this vast con- 
tinent. A preparatory committee 
which met in Geneva in June will 
submit its recommendations to the 
Executive Board. 

The ICFTU worldwide cam- 
paign for organizing plantation 
workers also will come under board 
scrutiny. This drive, which began 
late last year, envisions an upsurge 
in union membership in plantations 
in Asia and Africa so that wages 
and working conditions can be 
measurably improved. 

Attending the board meeting for 
the AFL-CIO will be Irving Brown 
and Victor Reuther. Thomas Ken- 
nedy, Mine Workers vice president, 
will be the third American. 


Good Will Tour 
To Italy Planned 


New York—The Italian-Ameri- 
ean Labor Council is arranging a 
Good Will Tour to Italy which will 
leave here for Rome on Sept. 21 
and return Oct. 21 and will be 
under the leadership of Luigi An- 
tonini, council president and first 
vice president of the Ladies Gar- 
ment Workers. 


Labor Leaders 
Are Jailed By 
Algiers Police 


Brussels — Rank-and-file mem- 
bers as well as leaders were jailed 
when security police cracked down 
on the Algerian labor movement 
late last month, according to de- 
tails just received by the Intl. Con- 
federation of Free Trade Unions. 

On the night of May 23-24, the 
ICFTU learned, the police -sur- 
rounded and searched the homes 
of leaders of the General Federa- 
tion of Algerian Workers (UGTA), 
arrested them and their trade union 
visitors, and jailed them in the so- 
called “lodging” camp at Berrouag- 
hia. 

Those arrested include the fol- 
lowing members of the UGTA 
Executive Committee: Gen. Sec. 
Aissat Idir; Sec. Bourouiba Boua- 
lem of the Railwaymen’s Union; 
Sec. Ben Aissa Attalah of the Hos- 
pital Workers; Djermane Rabah 
and Ali Yahia, of the Dockers, and 
Gaid Tahar of the Teachers Union. 

On May 27, the secret police in- 
vaded the offices of the Federation 
of Algerian Workers’ Unions 
(USTA) and searched it thor- 
oughly. A few days later, they 
arrested Gen. Sec. Mohand Ram- 
dani and other members of the 
Executive Board. os 

The ICFTU already has pro- 
tested the repressive measures. 
Irving Brown, AFL-CIO European 
representative, a menfber of an 
ICFTU committee named to_in- 
vestigate the affiliation applications 
of Algerian unions which had 
bolted from the Communist-dom- 
inated World Federation of Trade 
Unions, has been‘ barred from the 
country. 

The AFL-CIO Executive Coun- 
cil, at a recent meeting in Washing- 
ton, directed Pres. George Meany 
to protest to Premier Guy Mollet 
of France and to ask the U.S. State 
Dept. to use its good offices to have 
the ban removed. 


WORKER MEMBERS of the Intl. Labor Organization’s Forced Labor Committee at the ILO con- 
ference in Geneva check over the report of the United Nations on forced labor with AFL-CIO Intl. 
Rep. George P. Delaney, the U.S. worker delegate, calling their attention to specific items. J. Massa, 
worker delegate from Belgium and a deputy in the Leopold (Belgian Congo) Government Council, 
and Charles J. Geddes, vice chairman of the British Trades Union Congress’ General Council, are at 
his left, and Nicholas Boran, of the Irish Transport and General Workers Union, is at his right. 


tions between this country and 


Union Section Blasts 


U. S.-Mexico Parley Ban 


The U.S. Section of the Joint United States-Mexico Trade Union 
Committee released a highly critical report on the recent negotia- 


Mexico on amendments to the 


>> 


Intl. Agreement on Mexican Con- 
tract Labor. 


In four major indictments, the 


of the AFL-CIO, the Mine Work- 
ers and railway brotherhoods affi- 
liated with the Railway Labor Ex- 
ecutives Association, charged that: 

1—The U.S. government’s dele- 
gation “prevailed upon the Mexi- 
can government with success, to 
bar all workers’ groups from the 
discussions.” : 

2—The present method of fixing 
wage rates in the Southwest for 
domestic farm workers and Mexi- 
can contract workers is “a fraud 
and conspiracy on the part of the 
employers.” 


‘GAN "TOMOSHIBI, or Morning Light of Lantern, is the title of the Hakata doll this group of 
visiting Japanese trade unionists presented AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany (left). The group lead- 
er, Taneo Maeda (second from left), vice president of the Japanese Federation of Trade Unions 
(SODOMED) and president of the All-Japan Metal Workers Union, explained the doll depicts a mid- 
die-aged wife during the Tokugawa Shogunate, about 200 years ago, her face subtly illuminated 
by the last bit of fire in the lantern before which she has spent the night waiting in loneliness for 
her husband’s return. Hakata dolls, famous as handicraft pieces, have been made for the past 


300 years in Hakata, on Kyushu Island, 


group, composed of representatives, 


3—Some 55,000 visas for per- 
manent employment in the U‘S. 
were issued to Mexican workers 
last year and “many of the visas 
were given to wetbacks (Mexicans 
illegally in this country) who al- 
ready had employment in the Unit- 
ed States, not only in farming but 
industries of various kinds.” 


4—The US. delegation refused 
the Mexican delegation’s request to 
discuss the failure of associations 
which act as recruiting agents for 
farm employers to reimburse brace- 
ros cheated out of their wages, ‘for 
the simple reason that the United 
States delegation did not want it to 
appear that the United States was 
contracting Mexican workers to un- 
reliable associations.” 


The U.S. section’s charges fol- 
lowed the first international nego- 
tiations on changes in the Mexican 
contract labor program since Con- 
gress amended the law last year 
specifically to require the U.S. La- 
bor Dept. to “consult” with work- 
ers, and not just employers alone 
as had been the practice in the 
past, in administering the program. 

The delegation sent by the U.S. 
section to the negotiations as ob- 
servers was headed by Sec.-Treas. 
Frank L. Noakes of the Mainte- 
nance of Way Employes and in- 
cluded Michael Pasternak, west 
coast representative of the Mine 
Workers; Nicholas Dragon, Auto 
Workers representative in Arizona 
and New Mexico, and Lewis Hines, 
special assistant to the president of 
the AFL-CIO. All joined in the 
report approved by the U.S. sec- 
tion. 

The group said that, prior to the 
opening of the conference, the 
Mexican section requested and re- 
ceived permission from the Mexi- 
can delegation to attend the execu- 
tive sessions of the negotiations. 
The U.S. section’s request for like 
treatment was rejected by the U.S. 
delegation, and although the Mexi- 
can labor representatives had ac- 
tually been admitted to the first 
session, they were later barred as 
the result of protests by the U.S. 
delegates, the report charged. 


Brown Blasts 
Russians on 
Colonialism 


New York — Soviet Russia has 
given new life to the dying colo- 
nialism that characterized some 
other nations three and four cen- 
turies ago, George Brown, director 
of the AFL-CIO Dept. of Intl. Af- 
fairs, told the Assembly of Captive 
European Nations at a meeting 
here. 

“Some day,” he declared, “the 
world will know in full the record 
of Soviet Russia as a colonial 
power, and that day will mark a 
new low in man’s inhumanity to 
man.” 


Robbed of Rights 

Brown cited eastern European 
nations which “were robbed of 
their right to freedom by sheer 
force of arms, by infiltration and 
outright mass murder,” and which 
now have the “status of colonies” 
of Russia. 

“For the present enough is 
known about these bloody pages in 
world history to place before the 
entire world the undeniable trutk 
that Soviet Russia 4s a colonial 
power,” he added. 

“The record is equally clear that 
Soviet Russia has every intention 
of prolonging the sordid history 
of colonialism in a world which is 
rapidly moving toward the extinc- 
tion of this form of economic and 
political slavery.” 

Brown emphasized the support 
of American workers and their 
families for the aspirations of the 
captive nations and their people 
for freedom. 


Hall-Mark of Freedom 


He warned, however, that when 
the satellite countries regain their 
independence, they must make cer- 
tain that the workers will have 
the right to organize freely into 
unions. 

“When freedom -returns to your 
countries, when free trade unions 
come into being, then you will 
know that your efforts have not 
been in vain,” he added. “There 
is not a single nation in the world 
where genuine freedom exists that 
does not have a free trade union. 
Free trade unionism is indeed the 
hall-mark of genuine national free- 


dom.” 
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Tobin Chief Exetiitive 


Of UnionLabor Life 


New York—Executive Committee members of the Union Labor 
Life Insurance Co., representing stockholders from 52 AFL-CIO 
international and national unions and hundreds of unions on the 


> 


local level, have designated Pres. 


Edmund P. Tobin as chief execu- 
tive officer of the company, suc- 
ceeding the late Matthew Woll. 
“One of Matt Woll’s great con- 
tributions to the labor movement 
was to groom a man of Ed Tobin’s 
character and ability to succeed 
him in this great insurance under- 
taking of labor,” Executive Com- 
mittee Member Harry C. Bates, 
president of the Bricklayers, said. 
As secretary of the Union Labor 


Life Insurance Co., he announced | : 


the committee’s decision. 


Son of Daniel J. Tobin, late pres- 
ident emeritus of the Teamsters for 
29 consecutive years, Tobin attend- 
ed the conventions of the AFL and 
has addressed scores of interna- 
tional and national union conven- 
tions and meetings of state federa- 
tions through the years. 


He was elected the second presi- 
dent of the Union Labor Life in 
1955, when Woll, the company’s 
president from its founding in 
‘1927, was elected general execu- 
tive chairman. 

J. Albert Woll, general counsel 
of the AFL-CIO and a member of 
the Union Labor Life Board of Di- 
rectors, was elected to the. Execu- 
tive Committee. Elected to the 
Board of Directors were George A. 
Canary, president, the Amalgam- 
ated Lithographers of America; 
Edwin L. Wheatley, president, In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Opera- 
tive Potters; Wilfrid T. Connell, 
president, International Photo-En- 


EDMUND P. TOBIN 


Garno Director 


Of Group Health 


New York—Sec.-Treas. Harold 
J. Garno of the New York State 


John Reilly, 


65, Veteran 
Unionist Dies 


IN THIS CORNER 


There used to be a time when|Chief Justice Earl Warren of the 
Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy could} ys. 
command sure-fire page-one head- 
lines by calling any Joe Doakes a 
Commumst. This week the junior | Where did the Senator’s blast land? 


Senator from Wisconsin accused |In this corner. 


Supreme Court of following 
the Communist Party line. And 


John L. Reilly, veteran unionist 


who was industrial sectetary and 
formerly vice president of the Na- 
tional Postal Transport Association, 
has died after a long illness. He 
was 65. 
A native of Wilmerding, Pa., he 
moved to Hammond, Ind., as a 
youth and entered the railway mail 
service there in 1912. He served 
for more than 27 years as a clerk 
and supervisor during which he 
was president of the Elkhart, Ind., 
branch of the union for several 
years. 
In 1933 he was named to the first 
of eight terms as president of the 
union’s 9th Div., covering Illinois, 
Michigan and New York, and in 
1941 was elected national vice pres- 
ident. 
He became industrial secretary 
in 1945, and was made editor of 
the Postal Transport Journal at the 
same time. 
Highly regarded as an expert 
on civil service retirement legisla- 
tion, he was frequently consulted 
by both union and government offi- 
cials on retirement and employe 
compensation. 


Industrial Union Council has been 
named a director of Group Health 
Insurance, Inc., New York City 
non-profit surgical-medical insur- 
ance plan. 

Garno also is a member of the 
New York State Unemployment 
Insurance Advisory Council, a di- 
rector of the Associated Hospital 
Service of New York, and a mem- 
ber of many labor committees es- 
tablished for charitable and welfare 


Surviving are his widow, the for- 
mer Marie McLaughlin; two daugh- 
ters and a son. Burial was in 
Gary, Ind., following a funeral 
mass in St, Thomas Apostle Church 
in Washington. 


gravers Union of North America. 


purposes. 
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Aid Priorities Urged 


For Mutual 


Countries which have shown 


Security 


“in deed” that they are ready to 


join the democracies in preserving peace and freedom should be 
given special priority consideration in assistance projects, Andrew 
J.. Biemiller, AFL-CIO legislative representative, emphasized in 
testimony on mutual security ——— before the Senate 


Appropriations Committee. 

Biemiller transmitted the views 
of the AFL-CIO Executive Coun- 
cil, involving 12- guide points for 
an effective overseas economic pol- 
icy, as the committee tackled the 
job of providing money for mu- 
tual security. 

Meantime, the Senate began 
debate on the mutual security au- 
thorization bill, which determines 
the amount to be spent but makes 
no appropriations. 

Increase Sought 

A bipartisan group headed by 
Sen. Walter F. George, chairman 
of the Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee, launched a fight for a total of 
$4.5 billion. The increase of $703 
million over the House figure of 
$3.7 billion had been approved by 
the committee. 

In a stirring, emotional speech 
that may have been his last major 
Senate address, George, who is re- 
tiring at the end of the session, 
pleaded that to slacken assistance 
to our allies “would be to invite 
disaster,” and would endanger this 
country’s world leadership. 

Biemiller made it clear he voiced 
organized labor’s views to the Ap- 
* propriations Committee because 

the AFL-CIO “is concerned about 
the possibility” the foreign aid pro- 
gram might be so reduced that the 
national security would be harmed 
and the struggle of the democratic 
world for the uncommitted nations 
be made to suffer. 


Other Guide Points 

The AFL-CIO Executive Council 
believes, he said, that a proper 
U.S. overseas economic program 
Must demonstrate to underdevel- 
oped nations “in word and deed, 
that our interest in their well-being 
is free from any desire to exploit 
or dominate them.” There must 
be no interference, he added, in 
each other’s “domestic affairs or 
political life.” 

Other points: 

Representatives of the people of 
countries which have not attained 
full independence should partici- 
pate in planning and applying as- 
sistance programs “to further the 
progress of self-determination.” 

The U.S., where practical, should 
join other democracies in under- 
taking technical aid and economic 
assistance programs. 


When such projects are under- 
taken through the United Nations 
and its special agencies, they should 
not be subject to exercise of the 
veto power. 

Workers in each country must be 
guaranteed full and genuine col- 
lective bargaining rights, decent 
working conditions in line with 
Intl. Labor Organization standards, 
and freedom from racial discrim- 
ination and forced labor. 

- Their workers should be helped 

to learn the organization of free, 
democratic unions and farm and 
consumer associations. 

The trade unions in aided coun- 
tries should be “adequately repre- 
sented” on all planning and project 
commissions. 

The principal control and own- 
ership of important projects should 
increasingly be put in the hands of 
the country aided, as their people 
may democratically determine. 


Investment Safeguards 

The U.S. should join with other 
democracies and the UN to pre- 
pare an international code, “so as 
to reduce to a minimum the risks 
and difficulties surrounding private 
foreign investment,” and to en- 
courage its use “in promoting a 
healthy and non-imperialist devel- 
opment” of underdeveloped coun- 
tries. 2 

Military preparedness and co- 
operation with other freedom-lov- 
ing peoples must be maintained. 


29 Legislatures 
Get AFL-CIO News 
Louisville, Ky.—Kentucky 
has become the 29th state in 
which every member of the 
state legislature is now re- 
ceiving the AFL-CIO NEWS 
weekly at his home. 
Through joint action of the 
Kentucky State Federation of 
Labor and the Kentucky State 
Industrial Union Council sub- 
scriptions were entered for 
Gov. Albert B. Chandler, 
‘heads of the state depart- 
ments and all 38 members of 
the State Senate and the 100 
members of the House of 
Representatives. 
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Kroll Brands GOP Tool 
Of Big Business Interests 


_ Madison, Wis.—Jack Kroll, co- 
director of the AFL-CIO Com- 
mittee on Political Education, told 
over 400 Wisconsin -unionists at- 
tending a political conference here 
that the Eisenhower administration 
is a “government of supply and 
demand—big business and special 
privilege demand and the govern- 
ment supplies.” 

Kroll was the principal speaker 
at a two-day conference on political 
education sponsored by the Wiscon- 
sin State Federation of Labor which 
attracted local union leaders from 
all parts of the state. 

Sacrifice any Individual 

Kroll was critical of those who 
blandly state that Eisenhower's re- 
cent illnesses have left him 
“stronger than ever.” He said that 
those who are profiting financially 
under this administration are per- 
fectly willing to sacrifice any in- 
dividual in America, no matter how 
high his stature, to satisfy their own 
ambitions. 

The COPE co-director cited 
several remarks by Eisenhower 
aides indicating lack of sympathy 


for the working people of the na- 
tion. 

“The President is responsible for 
these people and their statements. 
If he doesn’t approve of what is 
being said, why doesn’t he get rid 
of them or rebuke them?” Kroll 
declared. 

Conferences Necessary | 

The two-day conference was 
presided over by WSFL Pres. 
George Haberman, who described 
conferences of this type as an ab- 
solute necessity to familiarize Wis- 
consin union leaders with the 
political problems facing the labor 
movement on national and state 
levels. 

In the only resolution adopted at 
the parley, delegates unanimously 
attacked Rep. Glenn R. Davis, 
Republican candidate for senator, 
as possessing a “vicious anti-labor 
record” and a strong supporter of 
Sen. Joseph McCarthy. Davis re- 
cently. won the GOP indorsement 
over incumbent Sen. Alexander 
Wiley. . Strong support was evinced 
at the meet for State Sen. Henry 
Maier, Democratic candidate for 
Wiley’s seat. 
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Steady Diet 


funds by $960 million. 


Senate Revolts Against Wilson, 
Ike to Increase Air Force Funds 


By Willard E. Shelton 
An irritated Senate revolted against Pres. Riedhower and De- 
fense Sec. Charles E. Wilson, voting 48 to 40 to increase Air Force 


White House Press Sec. James C. 
Hagerty that Wilson would be 
asked to resign for labeling a Sen- 
ate committge action on Air Force 
money “phony.” 

It also followed two other Wil- 
son blunders—one an order that 
all officers in Washington wear 
civilian clothes, promptly revoked 
by the White House—and a sudden 
raid by Defense Dept. security offi- 
cers on the office of Sen. Herbert 
H. Lehman (D-N. Y.). 


Blames Reporters 
Wilson in a news conference ar- 
gued that his “phony” label did not 
apply to the Senate Appropriations 
Committee in boosting Air Force 


Humphrey Lauds 
UPWA’s Program 


Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey (D- 
Minn.) praised the program of the 
Packinghouse Workers for eliminat- 
ing prejudice and discrimination as 
setting an outstanding example for 
other trade unions. 


Humphrey’s view was expressed 
in his forward to a book by John 
Hope, Il, director of industrial re- 
lations at Fisk University, which 
makes a comprehensive survey of 
UPWA’s anti-discrimination pro- 
gram. Entitled Equality of Oppor- 
tunity, the book has just been pub- 
lished by Public Affairs Press. 

Hope’s study shows how a union 
can promote equality of employ- 
ment “with a minimum of diffi- 
culty and a maximum of advan- 
tage.” It delineates the crucial part 
played by national, and local offi- 
cers, bargaining committees and 
minority participation in imple- 
menting a union’s non-discrimina- 


tion policies. 


The vote followed a denial by® 


Funds beyond Eisenhower requests. 
He said it applied to the “implica- 
tions” involved in a reporter’s ques- 
tion. 

Senators of both parties angrily 
rejected the explanation. Sen. Lyn- 
don Johnson (D-Tex.), majority 
floor leader, called Wilson “con- 
temptuous” of the Senate and GOP 
Leader William F. Knowland 
(Calif.) rebuked the secretary for 
failure to acknowledge the right of 
Congress to “exercise its independ- 
ent judgment.” 

A Republican effort to hold 
down the money boost to $500 mil- 
lion was beaten 47 to 42, with three 
Republicans joining Democrats to 
kill the amendment. 

Two more Republicans switched 
to the Democratic side to pass the 
$960 million increase, despite last- 
minute testimony by Air Force 
Sec. Donald A. Quarles that the 
United States already had -“the most 
powerful striking force on earth” 
and did not need the extra money. 


First Open Revolt 

The senators, disturbed by vigo- 
rous testimony from Air Force 
officers on weaknesses in guided- 
missile programs and long-range 
jet bombers, simply repudiated Wil- 
son and Quarles. 

It marked the first time that the |‘ 
Senate had clearly revolted against 
Eisenhower’s leadership on a ma- 
jor military program. 

Wilson issued his order that all 
military officers in Washington 
must wear civilian clothes on June 
15. 

From Walter Reed Hospital, 
where the President was convales- 
cing from his operation, Hagerty 
next day said Eisenhower remem- 
bered being a relatively ill-paid 
junior Officer himself and that Wil- 
son would be asked to issue new 
orders making civilian clothes “op- 
tional.” 
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Wilson was represented as “ag- 
grieved” at the public repudiation. 
He was said to have felt that a | 
private telephone request would 
have allowed him to issue the “op- 
tional” order on what appeared his 
own initiative. 

He took off on a fishing trip 
leaving behind a welter of rumors 
—denied by Hagerty —that he 
would either resign at once or be 
dropped from the cabinet if Eisen- 
hower should be re-elected. 

Apology to Lehman 

Lehman got an apology from the 
Defense Dept. for the way two 
department security officers, check- 
ing whether a committee hearing 
room, was wiretapped or “bugged,” 
“barged” into his office without 
permission, brushed aside a staff 
aide and searched part of the prem- 
ises. 

Lehman said that the security of 
committee rooms obviously must 
be protected. He protested that the 
officers could have asked his auth- 
ority to check an apparent. break 
in installation between the com- 
mittee room and his adjoining of- 
fice. Johnson said the officers were 
guilty of “bureaucratic flatfoot stu- 
pidity.” 

The Defense Dept. apologized 
for the “zealousness” of its agents 
and said the search was “no re- 
flection whatsoever” on Lehman’s 


integrity or patriotism. 
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